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PREFACE. 



The author of the following sheets has fblt a 
painful conviction for years, that something 
should be done to check the mischief of back- 
sliding which has prevailed to such an extent in 
the Church. That more or less of this will exist 
after the best eflforts are put forth to arrest it, 
jf cannot reasonably be doubted, while men remain 

\ moral agents, and live amid surrounding dangers. 

Tet it is to be feared that too little has been 
done at the right time, and in the right way, to 
apprize Christians of their peril, and throw around 
them such guards as would be most likely to se- 

P\ cure their fidthfulness and growth in grace. 

The writer has been anxiously looking that 
some one better qualified for the task should 

^ bring out a work that might save the Church 

^ from the sad delusions which so frequently occur. 

^ But as no such work has appeared, he has felt 

iiimself urged to the undertaking, notwithstand- 
ing the difficulty of the performance, and his dif- 
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4 PBEFAOB. 

fidence of his own ability. He has deemed it 
useless to refute all the minor arguments that 
are used in favor of infallible perseverance, when 
the stronger are fau*lj disposed of. Nor did he 
deem it^necessarj tq vaU^t into abstruse meta- 
physical argumentation, to reach the class of 
persons whose safety and happiness are sought 
in this work. 

AU logical subtiUifia b«?e been avoided, and 
'tan open^ honest, common-sense method has been 
pursuedi to set the truth plainly before the 
reader. 

Had the work been designed for schoolmen 
and wily polemics^ it would have been execiUed 
in 9 different manner. Bui the olidect of the au- 
thor has been to save soula from death, rather 
than to grapple with intellectual giants^ or meas* 
ure swords with theological warriois. He has 
labored to turn erring foei into the path of lifo^ 
rather than to deck the shelves at classic lilmudes 
with literacy g^land»; and has chosen to put 
g^ns into Uie Bedeemer'» coronet, sooner than 
to hang laurels on hda own unworthy brow. 
Eamestiesa, faithfiibieeBy and brevity, have been 
diligently studied ; and if the great olject sought 
shall in any good degree be reaUzed, it will be a 
source of imspeakable yxj to 

Ths Author. 
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CHAPTEE L 

THB GENERAL QUESTION STATED. 

Teie question, whether all who are savingly 
converted to God, or "bom of the Spirit," 
will infallibly persevere and enter heaven, 
is one on which, it is well known, the 
Christian world is divided. This is not a 
question of mere curiosity, but one which 
seriously concerns all who enter upon the 
great work of obtaining eternal life. The 
question in dispute is not whether there is 
any positive necessity of apostatizing from 
Christianity, but whether there is any^os- 
sibility or danger of doing it. Nor is it 
disputed that God has power sufficient to 
defend and sustain every saint through 



Digitized by Google 



8 AimDOTS TO BAOKBUDING. 

the sorest trials -and greatest perils. All 
this is freely and nnhesitatingly granted. 
Neither is there any dispute as to the full- 
ness and ejBicacj of the atonement; nor 
yet of the tromem and oopiouaMas of the 
Spirit's bestowment. All these are ample; 
and the promises are "exceeding great 
and precious," and all of them as im- 
mutable as the nature of Him who made 
them. So far there is no contention. Kor 
is it afldrmed that Satanic skill or power, 
or worldly allurements or influences, can 
ever exceed the amount of wiadoift and 
power thut God is always ready to supply. 
There is a plenitude of divine energy in- 
finitely overbalBucing all the array that 
can be brought against a child of grace; 
and this is never withheld from those who 
seek it in the appointed way. 

Still further: — ^It is readily admitted 
that there are many spurious conversions, 
— ^many who profess religion and yet were 
never bom of the Spirit; and that these 
are hx more eadiy turned aside from their 
profession than such as have been vitally 
<juickened by the power of the Holy 
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Ghost. Such cases no doubt exist in great 
nnmbers where revivals have occurred 
tinder poetic preacUng*, — whete the iaacj 
has been daesded and the sympathies 
moved, witiiont fallj see.rching the heart 
and enlight^oing the conscience. 

But set all these aside, and let ns come 
at onoe to the point in dispute: Can asaj 
one who is really bom of the Spirit, totally 
and finally £all away? Oan asarf of these 
80 apostatize as to perish eyerlastingly? 
This is the point of controver^. WeaflSnn 
the pdtoibility ; others deny it. They insist 
that the doctrine of in&llible perseverance 
is full of rich comfort to a believer's heart; 
we affirm that it is fearfolly p^ilons not 
to be apprised of the duiger, and that he 
who occupies the post of a watchman is 
xmworthy of the sacred office if he ^^sees 
the sword coming and does not give the 
people warning." We bdiere that the 
most fidthM instruction and the most sol- 
emn warnings are necessary to guard 
believers against apostasy, and that the 
teaching of infallible perseverance is so 
far from furnishing salutary guards to 
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10 AJimDOTB TO BAOKBLIDINa. 

beKevers, and of supplying the right kind 
of comfort, that it actually ministers an 
opiate to the soul, and throws down the 
mightiest barriers the word of truth has 
set up to secure it against the assaults of 
eartti and hell. It is, indeed, a serious 
question whether even Methodist preach- 
ers have as faithfully sounded the note of 
alarm as duty required. There is reason 
to fear that a dread of coming in contact 
with the views of our sister Churches has 
led to excessive caution against preaching 
expressly on this point, especially:where 
we knew that members of other commun- 
ions mingled in our assemblies. And is 
it not a fact that agencies and influ- 
ences are multiplying in a fearful ratio 
to turn men from the path of righteous- 
ness? Is there not a flood of moral 
poison in the trashy reading of the present 
day? To say nothing of Mesmerism, Mor- 
monism and Spiritualism, is not the flood 
of romances that finds its way even into 
the houses of Christians giving to fancy 
and to the sensibilities a dangerous over- 
growth while it drowns the voice of con- 
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science? And is not almost everything 
overdone that professes to be sober truth, 
and is received as such? Is there not a 
species of painting, — a sort of seductive 
witchery indulged in by many popular 
writers, even on the gravest topics? Is 
not the imagination stimulated while other 
intellectual faculties are left to suffer from 
neglect And does not the dizzy whirl of 
this moving and ever-changing age tei^d 
to scatter all sober and pious reflection, so 
essential to a devout state of the heart? 
And is not the headlong rush of men after 
gold fast drowning some in destruction 
and perdition who once were happy can- 
didates for heaven? Ought not something 
more to be done to stay this tide of ruin? 
Should there not be at least one book 
circulated among us that points out the 
danger and sounds the note of alarm? 
Surely the ranks of backsliders are thick 
enough, and the very Church itself will 
soon be thronged wifli them, unless some- 
thing can be done to startle them from 
their fatal slumbers. To this end we pro- 
pose in the following pages to show. 
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1. The pombSiity of total and liml 
apostasjr. 
3. The dangof of «aoh apostasy. 

3. Prodnce some examples, and 

4. Use warnings and urge remedies. 

5. Make a faithfnl effort to reclaim 
sndbi as have backslidden, but have not 
totally apostatized. 
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CHAPTER n. 

QSJmOTIONft AK8WEBE0. 

1. It is objected that if we entertain the 
belief tiiat it ift possible for us to fall away 
aD<] be lost, we rob onrselres of the eom- 
fort to be derived from the promises of 
God made to belieye^. This certainly 
grows out of a misapprehension of the 
design of those promises. The pledges of 
divine help are intended to encourage 
and pomfbrt lii^ faithful in the hour of 
temptation, of trial and suffering. But for 
these, the most sincere and devoted might 
tremble in the midst of perils, and fe£u* 
an inevitable overthrow. They might ap- 
prehend a measmre of strength on the part 
of infernal agency which they could never 
withstand, and a snbtilty of skill in laying 
snares and weaving entanglements, which 
would utterly transcend their limited skilL 
But when Infinite Wisdom beccmes the 
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14 ANTIDOTBr.iy> BACKSLIDING. 

^lude, and Omlai^v^^ce the defense, 
ev^^> fear arising ^m snch considera- 
tions may be banished at once. This, how- 
ever, is altogether a different thing from 
cherishing hopes of security while neglect- 
ing duty, or indulging in positive viola- 
tions of the divine law. Another class of 
truth has been furnished to meet such 
cases as these, and is intended, not to fill 
us with comfort and lull us to repose, but 
to arouse our fears and move us to reform- 
ation. This class is that of warnings and 
threatenings. These warnings and threat- 
enings stand connected with just such 
cases in the Bible, and thus give indisput- 
able evidence that they were intended for 
this very purpose. But let all remember 
that God has pronounced a woe upon 
those who cry, "Peace, Peace, where he 
has not spoken peace." 

2. It is objected that if we affirm it is 
possible for a Christian to fall away and 
be lost, we represent that "either man or 
the devil is stronger than God." This is 
another mistake. We only represent that 
a man "is servant to him to whom he 
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yields himself a servant" Adam's fall 
was no proof that the devil was stronger 
than he, or that he was stronger than Gtod. 
It was only proof that he had power to 
yield himself np to the service of the 
devil. So this objection vanishes at once. 

3. It is objected again that we "make 
God a changeable being if we say, those 
who are the objects of his smile to-day 
may be the objects of his displeasure to- 
morrow." Exactly the reverse. It is be- 
cause God is unchangeably the friend of 
holiness and the enemy of sin, that he 
smiles on the faithful to-day, and frowns 
on the rebellious to-morrow. But if he 
should smile equally on those who despise 
his law to-morrow, as he does on those 
who obey it to-day, he must necessarily 
be changeable ; because he would change 
from an approver of holiness 'to an ap- 
prover of sin. So, then, this again is all 
but smoke that vanishes away. 

4. It is objected finally, "If we allow 
that those who have been sanctified by 
the blood of sprinkling, can finally be 
lost, then Christ has shed his blood in 
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vain.'' Not at alL His blood elettuMs 
where it is received bjr faithy and oontiniie» 
to deanse while iSEuth q[>plie8 it 80 it 
answers the very end for which it was 
shed. It is no more nnreascmable that 
its saying power on the heart ahoold cease 
when £ftith ceases, than that it should not 
be felt h^ore faith is exereiaecU All this 
perfectly accords with the apostle's declar- 
ation that "the weak brother may perish 
for wh(xn Christ died;" and f^ that 
other scripture that we "are kept by the 
power of Gh>d through faith?^ 

5. But offgwfMnU are raised against the 
possibility of apostasy. It is alleged that 
God has not only promised to pnd&ct. he- 
Ueversj but that he has pledged himself 
to bring them finally to heayen ; and that 
unconditionally, or irrespectiye of their 
persevering faith or obedience. It is 
aflirmed that their continued fkith and 
obedience are dependent on the determi- 
nation of Gk>d to save them^ and hence, 
of course, unbelief or disobedience cannot 
peril their salvation. To say nothing of 
the restraint which this sentiment removes 
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from the heart, and the almost utter ex- 
tinetion which it makes of the turpitude 
of sin in believers, it stands in direet oppo- 
sition to some of the plainest declarations 
of God's word. Instance the one quoted 
above : " Who wre kept by the power of 
God, through faith." Also John xv, 10 : " If 
ye keep my commandments ye shall abide 
in my love." These and all kindred texts 
show that c(nitinued salvation is condi- 
tioned on continued faith and obedience. 

But to the unconditional promises of 
salvation. John iii, 36 : ^^ He tliat believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life." John 
V, 24: "He that heareth my words, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come into con- 
demnation." It is contended that here is 
no expressed condition of continued faith 
as necessary to continued justification or 
salvation. We admit there is none ex- 
pressed, but insist that one, must be4m- 
{died, or we adopt a rule of construction 
which will force us into mi absurdity in 
the counter text In^ John iii, 36 : " And 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
2 . 
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Kfe." Kow if the final salvation of a 
believer is not conditioned on his contin- 
ued faith, then the final damnation of a 
sinner is not conditioned on his persever- 
ing unbelief; but all who are now un- 
believers must inevitably be lost. This 
shows the rule of construction to be 
absurd ; because this would compel us to 
assert that all who were in unbelief at the 
time Christ uttered these words, perished 
without mercy; whereas we know many 
of them afterward repented and were 
saved. But we not only involve ourselves 
in this absurdity by thus construing this 
class of texts,^— we also violate a plain rule 
of interpretation which God himself has 
given us. And surely he has a right to 
say how his own words shall be construed. 
Nor is any one at liberty to violate the 
law of construction which he has given. 
Every law-making body claims the right 
to prescribe its own nde of constructioD, 
and certainly He whose authority is su- 
preme, and whose wisdom is above all, 
must have this right awarded to him. 
See, then, the rule which God has charged 
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his people to adopt, declared in Ezekiel 
xxxiii, 13, 14: "When I shall say to the 
righteous he shall surely live ; if he trust 
to his own righteousness and commit 
hiiquity, all his righteousness shall not be 
remembered ; but for his iniquity that he 
hath committed, he shall die for it." 
"Again, when I say unto the wicked, 
Thou shalt surely die; if he turn from 
his sin and do that which is lawful and 
right; if the wicked restore the pledge, 
give again that he hath robbed, walk in 
the statutes of life, without committing 
iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not 
die." 

Now it is certain that in both these 
eases the declaration of God is positive 
and unconditional; "he shall swr^ Ivoe^ 
— "he shall sfwreUi dieP Yet God abso- 
lutely settles the question that the declared 
result should in each case depend on the 
subsequent course of the two characters; 
and that each could reverse the stated 
destiny. But mark, — this is given as a 
rule to be followed in all similar cases.: 
"When I shall say," (fee. Hence, whoever 



Digitized by Google 



20 ANnOOTK TO BACKSLIDING. 

interprets this entire class of texts other- 
wise than by this rule, disregards divine 
authority. Again, Rom. viii, 38, 39, is 
quoted in proof of unconditional persevere 
anco: "I am persuaded that neither death 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
otlier creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." In addition to 
the rule of construction above noticed, 
and from which we must not depart, it 
should be observed that this stands con- 
nected with a survey the apostle had just 
made of the present and approaching 
trials of those who had become the de- 
voted followers of Christ. And he speaks 
of these conflicts especially with reference 
to their power to rob Christians of the 
Saviour's love. His firm conviction was, 
that whatever force they might have to 
produce pain or anguish, they could not 
separate the disciples from the love of 
Christ. "Who shall separate us?" he 
aaks; — "shall tribulation, or distress, or 
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persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword?" "Nay, in all tJiese 
things we are more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us." Then he adds 
the comprehensive list of supposed forces 
that might assault the faithful disciple of 
Christ in vain. But what has all this to 
do with showing that these disciples could 
not "turn away from their righteousness?" 
Just nothing at all. It does not even 
touch the question of their ability to for- 
sake their Lord, it only shows what other 
and outward forces could not do to th>em* - 
This is, indeed, strong comfort to tke 
faithful in the day of trial, but every back- 
slider intrudes on holy ground, yea, even 
on forbidden ground, when he claims it 
as security in rebellion. John x, 27, 28, is 
also quoted in proof of infallible persever- 
ance: "My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them and they follow me; and I 
give unto them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand." Now mark the 
plain import of this text. Christ makes a 
peculiar promiee to a specific cha/roujte/t. 



Digitized by Google 



X 



ANTIDOTE TO BACKSUDING. 



Such only as are his sheep have any right 
to the promise. These are described by 
the great Shepherd himself, and let none 
assume to be his who lack these essential 
characteristics; for he certainly knows his 
own sheep, fie declares, "My sheep hear 
my voice, . . . and follow me." Now if 
Christ uttered the truth, those who do not 
follow him are not his sheep, whatever 
they might have been once. There was a 
time when Peter followed Christ, and he 
was certainly then one of his sheep; but 
there was also a time afterward when he 
cursed and swore, and denied his Lord. 
Dare any one say he was then his sheep? 
Is it not contradicting the Saviour, and 
assuming that he knows not how to de- 
scribe his own ? And what ri^t had Peter 
to claim the promise that none should 
pluck him from the Kamd of Christ when 
he had already deserted him? There was 
no lack, either of power or willingness on 
the part of the Saviour, to secure him 
against every foreign assault; but when 
he ceased to be obedient, and joined in 
with the foe, he abandoned all security. 
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It is clear, then, that this text affords 
no support to the doctrine of infallible 
perseverance. Now whoever aflSrms that, 
because the apostle says that ^^ neither 
death nor life," &c., "shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God," there- 
fore sm cannot do it, — ^will find himself 
directly at war with Isaiah; for he says 
to Israel, — "Tour &in8 have separated 
between you and your God." And who- 
ever asserts, that, because Christ says, 
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me," — "they shall 
never perish, neither shaU any pluck them 
out of my hand;" therefore they must 
always continue to be his sheep, and can 
never cease to follow him, will find him- 
self opposed by the positive declaration 
of God himself when he says, "My people 
have committed two evils; they have for- 
saken me^ the fomhtam of Iwvng waiera^ 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cis- 
terns, that can hold no water." Jer. ii, 13. 
And they also who affirm that^ because 
•Christ has said, "He that heareth my 
words, and believed on him that sent me, 
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hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation;" therefore, he who is 
once a child of God can never cease to be 
one, nor lose his justification, will find 
himself confronted by the most stubborn 
facts; viz., that Ohristians in every age 
have "come into condemnation" when- 
ever they have sinned against God. Hence 
they ceased to be justified and approved 
of God as his children. 

Another argument for uneonditional 
perseverance is built on Psa. Ixxxix, 28, 
&c. Herein it is said of David, "My mercy 
will I keep for him forevermore, ^id my 
covenmt shall stimd fast with him. His 
seed also will I make to endiire forever, 
and his throne as tiie days of heaven. K 
his children forsake my law, and walk not 
in my judgnients; if they break my stat- 
utes, and keep not my commandments; 
then will I visit their transgression with 
the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. 
Nevertheless, my loving kindness will I 
not utterly take from him, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I 
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone 
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out of my lips. Once have I swom by 
my holiness that I will not lie unto David. 
His seed shall endure forever, and his 
throne as the sun before me." This text 
is often quoted in the following manner, 
viz.: "K wy children forsake my law, if 
they break my statutes and keep not my 
commandments, then will I visit their 
transgressions with the rod, and their in- 
iquity with stripes; nevertheless my lov- 
ing kindness will I not utterly take from 
themP This totally perverts the sense, 
because God did not promise that he 
would not take his loving kindness from 
his children if they forsook his law, but he 
declared he would not take it from Dwoid 
because his children transgressed. That 
is, he would not forsake David for the sin 
of his children^ but would visit them for 
their sin.' All this is in perfect harmony 
with the doctrine of conditional persever- 
ance, because that attributes the final loss 
of any who once believed, not to the sins 
of their offspring, nor of any others, but 
to their own willftil and total apostasy. 
Bnty though God declared, he ^^ would not 



Digitized by Google 



26 AiniDOTE TO BACKSLIDING. 

lie to David, nor break his covenant, — 
that his seed should endure forever, and 
his throne as the sun before him," — ^yet it 
is said at the 38th and 39th verses of this 
Psalm, "Thou hast cast off and abhorred, 
thou hast been wroth with thine anointed. 
Thou hast made void the covenant of thy 
servant; thou hast profaned his crown by 
casting it to the ground." Yet Ood did 
not break his covenant.. The other party 
broke it, and he "made it voidP All this 
shows that the fulfillment of the covenant 
on the part of Gk>d stood connected witli 
the faithfulness of those with whom it was 
made, and that it invariably contemplated 
their persevering obedience to the terms 
of the said covenant. To suppose that 
God would treat them when they became 
offenders, as he did when they were faith- 
ful, is to assume that he changes, — so that 
he looks on sin at one time just as he 
does on holiness at another, lliig cannot 
be; nor can he justify and count those his 
children who disobey him, as he does those 
who obey him. So, then, neither is there 
anything in all this passage which gives 
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the least countenanoe to the doctrine of 
infallible perseverance. It teaches that 
Godwin ever be true on his part; per- 
fectly and unchangeably true; he never 
will frown on the obedient, he never will 
forsake those who do not forsake him. 
But this text gives no assurance that the 
people of Gk)d will ever cease to be free 
while on probationary ground, or that 
they will here become unchangeably fixed 
in holiness. 

God will make faithful effort to recover 
those who stray from him ; he will chast- 
en, reprove, rebuke, warn, and entreat; 
but this will not necessarily recover all the 
Wandering. Many will become blind, so 
that they cannot see afar off, and will for- 
get that they are purged from their old 
sins; and many, though "stricken," "will 
yet revolt more and more." They will 
become "hardened through the deceitful- 
ness of sin," and will not "know the things 
which belong to their peace." 

The prayer of Christ for his disciples is 
used as another argument in favor of final 
perseverance. It is contended that "this 
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prayer must be answered because he never 
would pray for what could not be grant- 
ed." He prayed, "Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thou 
hast given me." John xvii, 11. It is cer- 
tain that Christ would not pray in opposi- 
tion to the will of the Father, as he mani- 
fested in his greatest extremity, saying, 
"Nevertheless, not my will, but thine be 
done." It is also certain that God does 
not design to save any in violation of their 
moral agency, else he would not suffer 
any to stray at all, as every such instance 
must be displeasing to him and bring 
reproach on his cause. But there is posi- 
tive proof that this prayer was made in 
perfect harmony with the doctrine of moral 
freedom. Christ did not expect the Father 
to do for the disciples after his departure 
more than he had done while he was 
personally with them. Hear what he says : 
— "Those that thou gavest me I have 
kept, and none of them is lost but the son 
of perdition." John xvii, 12. So one was 
actually lost, in spite of the best efforts 
of the Almighty Saviour to keep him. 
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Christ could hush the tempest and still -« 
the waves of the sea; he could raise thf 
dead and cast out devils, but he could not 
keep a moral agent in opposition to the 
determinations of his own will. The Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, can enlighten, 
strive, warn, chasten, reprove, scoyrge, 
but all this may be set at naught, because 
a moral agent can "do despite to the * 
Spirit of grace." But it is said, " One can- 
not be a child of God to-day and a child 
of the devil to-morrow, neither can a child 
of God go to hell." No, indeed, a child 
of God cannot go to hell, — not till he 
ceases to be a child of God; but he can 
cease to be such, and then go there as a 
child of the devil. And why can he not 
be a child of God to-day and a child of 
the devil to-morrow? Was it not so with 
Adam? Was he not a child of God one 
day, and a child of the devil the next? 
Nay, there must have been an instant 
when he made the transition, and the very 
moment he ceased to be a child of God, 
he became a child of the devil. Even s6 
it may be with any one now. 
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CHAPTER m. 

POSSIBILITY OF FINAL APOSTASY — PROOFS 
DBAWN FBOM MAN'S MOBAL AGENCY. 

Man is a moral agent. He possesses the 
power of choice; of choice between right 
and wrong, between sin and holiness. 
This is universally acknowledged, and 
acted on by all nations. But is He any 
less a moral agent after his conversion 
than before? Is he not just as capable 
of right and wrong? Is his moral free- 
dom taken away by his restoration to 
the favor and image of God? Has lie not 
the same power of volition he had before? 
Can he not now determine and act in 
opposition to the voice of God, whether 
uttered in his conscience or found in the 
sacred record? Is not a consciousness of 
this found in the soul of every converted 
man? Who ever felt, that, because he 
had power to avoid sin, therefore he had 
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no power to transgress? When and where 
did a child of God ever find it impossible 
to yield to temptation? to indulge in 
impatience, anger, pride, eovetousness? 
Who is rendered incapable of falsehood, 
Sabbath-breaking, intemperance, or evil- 
speaking, by the forgiveness of sin and 
adoption into the family of God? It is 
true that every Christian has power to 
obey God, and that he will not be tempted 
above what he is able to bear; but does 
not the very necessity of resistance in 
order to stand, prove a power to yield? 
If so, then a Christian can fall into sin. 
We will not now stop to carry out the 
argument, or to show the force of this 
position. We turn next to inquire if God 
does not treat Christians as n\Qral agents. 
Does he not urge them to obedience, and 
that by the most moving considerations, — 
their present peace, comfort, and useful- 
ness; — ^their future and eternal felicity? 
But why undertake to move us to obedi- 
ence by addressing our hopes and our 
native desires for happiness, if Hye are not 
moral agents, — if we are not free? espe- 
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cially if wo are not capable of such dis- 
obedience as will forfeit the blessings 
promised? And why are warnings given, 
to " take heed lest we should be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin," — to "be- 
ware lest any man should spoil us," to 
"let no man take our crown," — to "take 
heed lest there be found in us an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the 
living God?" Does not all this prove 
our moral agency? Why are our fears 
thus addressed, but to deter us from sin? 
and why endeavor to restrain us from sin 
if we are not capable of falling into it, 
and of reaping the bitter consequences 
threatened? Why are those who have 
been "sanctified by the blood of the ever- 
lasting cov^iant," notified that they will 
be judged worthy of much sorer punish- 
ment than those who sinned against Moses' 
law and died without mercy, if indeed 
they shall trample under foot that blood 
and count it an unholy thing? Is it not 
worse than nonsense thus to address them, 
*f they are incapable of such a course? Is 
it not solemn mockery? And is not the 
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whole array of warnings and threatenings 
found in the sacred record a mere farce, 
so far as it is addressed to the people of 
Grod, if after all they are incapable of 
such rebellion as would peril their eternal 
happiness? And is it not shocking to 
every pious heart to be told that God has 
represented danger where none existed, — 
that he never meant to execute his threat- 
enings i^ainst sin in believers? And does 
it help this matter at all to be told that 
these very threatenings are intended to 
secure the final perseverance of the saints, 
by putting them on their guard against 
sin? How can they be restrained from 
crime by threatenings which they believe 
God never designed to execute? All that 
flood of scriptures devoted to cautions, 
warnings, and threatenings, is rendered 
nugatory to every Christian who believes 
he cannot be lost 

This same moral freedom after conver- 
sion is recognized by men of the world 
wherever Christianity is known. No legis- 
lative body, whatever may be its diversity 
of religious sentiment, will exempt an 
8 
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c&^d0T from legal p^udtiee beeaiwe he 
in a Christi^i. He is held to the same 
rigid reeponsibilitj as oth^ men. Kor do 
men of the world ever look upon ihe best 
of Obristia&B as mmpcMe of crime. This 
is manifest from thdr entire course of 
bssinesa arrangements with them, Thej 
ask for notes, receipts, deeds, mortgages, 
&c., of them, just as they do of other 
men; and when they violate a contract 
or forfeit their word, they are looked 
npon as even nunre criminal than like 
oflmAen who nerer had religicm. Thus, 
however great may be the confidence 
which men oi the world have in Christian 
men on account of their tried honesty 
and integrity, they nerer judge them ab- 
sdutely incapable of defection, or un- 
worthy of penalties for actual crime. 

It is equally true that men of all reli- 
gious creeds in Church organization, enter- 
tain the same view in regard to the moral 
agency of real Christians. They not only 
have their rules by which to decide on 
the genuineness of conversion, — ^they hare 
formulas for arraigning, trying, convict 
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ing) oensnring and excluding offeiders. 
Tbej mi^e no exceptions in faTor of those 
who once gave evidence of superior piety; 
a given offense dooms to inevitable «x« 
cision. All this is proof that the best are 
considered capable of crime, and are, 
therefore, viewed in the light of moral 
and responsible agents. And the fact that 
even the most pious are sentenced to ex^ 
elusion when they beeotlie guilty of crime, 
is evidence that they are deemed unfit for 
membership in the visible Church. But 
if men are incapable of doing what Gt>d 
accounts sin after their conversion, why 
should the Church judge it criminal ? Or, 
if they have no power to forfeit their heir- 
ship to heaven, but must necessarily re- 
main the children of God, in his account, 
— ^why should they not be declared such 
in the esthnate of the Church? If their 
title to heaven cannot be vitiated by any 
act of which they are capable; if they 
continue invariably and unalterably the 
children of Grod and the real members of 
his spiritual Church, they ought not to be 
held subject to Church discipline, nor left 
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liable to Church censure and excisian. 
No one has any right to eject them from 
the visible Church, while God retains them 
in the spiritual and invisible, unless the 
inclosure of the former is more sacred 
than that of the latter. If God docs no# 
condemn, or cast off, who else has a right 
to do BO? Has he authorized any to shut 
his own children from the ordinances of 
his house, or deprive them of a residence 
in his own visible family! It is utterly 
absurd to say that their wickedness is 
proof that they never were converted, — 
that "if they had been real Christians 
they would have persevered in holiness." 
Had David never been converted up to 
the time of his sin against Uriah, though 
God had declared him "a man after his 
own heart!" Was Peter never converted 
previous to his cursing and swearing, and 
denying Christ when the Saviour affirmed 
he had followed Him "in the regenation," 
and had promised him one of the "twelve 
thrones!" No Church asks a knowledge 
of an individual's whole history down to 
death, in order to decide on the genuine- 
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nees of his professed conversion. This is 
determined by the peculiar characteristics 
of his experience, and cannot be affected 
by anything in his subsequent history; 
otherwise we should be compelled to con- 
tmdict Jehovah himself, in his utterance 
respecting David; for he committed the 
greatest of crimes after God pronounced 
him "a man after his own heart" But 
no one pretends that David was uncon- 
verted up to the commission of these 
crirties, nor does any Church act on this 
principle when a member has been con- 
victed of gross crime. Hence the disci- 
pline of every Church is a living, standing 
argument in favor of the possibility of an 
apostasy. Each declares ihe candidate 
worthy of a place in the visible Church 
upon Bible evidences of conversion, and 
each decides that the same candidate is no 
longer fit for membership when convicted 
of immorality. But what right has the 
Church thus to separate from its body 
one whom God all the while acknowledges 
as his own child? If David, Peter, and 
all others who were ever gemiinely cqi^- 
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verted, continued unalterably in the fmvor 
and affection of God, as his spiritual chil- 
dren, then, indeed, they should have re- 
mained such in the visible Church, without 
either expulsion or censure. But, as no 
Church win take the scandal upon itself 
of retaining in its membership those who 
are openly wicked, neither should any 
cast the scandal upcm iiie Holy One^ of 
retaining in the embrace of his affection 
such as are in open hostility to his law 
and government If it is dishonorable to 
the Church to own a relationship to such 
offenders, then it is degrading and even 
insulting to the Great Supreme, to re- 
present him as still holding them in such 
relation to himsell Now to apply the 
whole argument All Christians have a 
positive consciousness of freedom, a capa- 
bility of committing sin, and c<mtinuing 
therein. They know that, notwithstanding 
all cautions, warnings and threatenings, 
notwithstanding the powerful woridngs 
and strivings of the Holy Spirit, they are 
capable of turning away their ears from 
the truth, and of so sheathing their hearts 
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agttinst divine influence as to uttertf 
grieve i^way the Holy Spirit, and eanse 
the light tiiat was in them to ^^become 
darkneas,'' ev^ great darkneM; and of 
continuing thus while their moral agency 
continues; and tiiat must remain while 
probation lasta God also trealB Ohrist- 
ians as moral agents^^^he cautions^ warns, 
remonstrates, Mid tiireatens; the world 
hold religious people as responable agents 
by the laws they frame, and by their whole 
intercourse with them ; and finally, every 
CSiureh does the same by its discipline, 
its rules for trying, convicting and eicpel- 
Kng offenders. 

Therefore a CSiristian, as a moral agdnt, 
is capable df sinning, and sin brings the 
displeasure, the frown of Jehovah. It 
forfeits peace, and annihilates holiness; it 
grieves the Holy Spirit and removes its 
sealing power from the heart; so that the 
divine image and heirship are lost. This 
moral agent can contifme m sin. He is 
not only capable of retrograding, but of 
going perpetually fartJier from 6od: of 
i^ecoming darker, hfurder and viler: He 
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can continne his dark, and deep, and 
woeful decline, till his moral agency is 
terminated. And tJiis will not be done 
till probation is ended. Up to the last 
moment of his probation his moral ag^icj 
must endure; and to the la^ moment of 
this, he is capable of remaining an alien; 
and when this point is reached his doom 
is sealed. Being foxmd unholy then, ha 
must remain so still, he muat be so for- 
ever. Therefore, his moral agency arms 
him with the tremendous power of work- 
ing out his own ruin, after all that has 
been done, and in spite of all that can be 
done. Nothing deprives him of this power 
while occupying probationary ground. En- 
treaties, warnings, threatenings, and chas- 
tisements cannot do it. Nor will goodness, 
mercy, or the striving of the Holy Spirit 
ever do it. Nothing in all the arrange- 
ments of grace ever trenches upon this 
liberty of the will. Hence the conclusion 
is inevitable, that, as Christianity does 
not destroy our moral agency, every con- 
verted soul has the fearful power of "turn- 
ing away from the holy commandment 
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delivered unto him," of "revolting yet 
more and more," of "doing despite to the 
Spirit of grace," of "sinning willfully 
after he has received the knowledge of 
the truth," of "crucifying the Son of Qod 
afresh and putting him to an open shame," 
so that "it is impossible to renew him 
again unto repentance." 
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CHAPTER IV. 
pofl tfitfiLrrY ' OF rmAij apostasy — tboops 

DBAWN FROM THE BSSPOdTSIBILrrT OP 
OHBISTtANS. 

If the children of God are not responsible 
for their sins, then all restraint against 
crime is removed from them upon their 
conversion. Before they were renewed 
they Viere liable to punishment for sin, 
even to be cast into the fire that is not 
quenched. But now, if they cannot perish, 
they are in no such danger by committing 
sin. And, as this is the true desert of sin, 
and nothing short of it is the real penalty 
which it deserves, and with which it is 
tlireatened, it is clear, that if one who is 
converted to God cannot be sent to hell 
for any sins he afterward commits, then 
he cannot be pimished for them, and con- 
sequently is no longer responsible. This 
is the fearful and yet inevitable conse- 
quence growing out of such premises. 
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Then, all warnings and threi^eningB lose 
their force, and even their application to 
Christians, when they fall into sin. They 
can have no conceivable eflfect whatever 
to deter them from crime while they be- 
lieve the threatened penalty cannot be 
executed. But what is the design of 
threatenings? Is it not to res^ain fhxm 
the very offense against which the threat- 
ening is uttered? And is it not worse than 
useless, even a farce, a mockery, to threat- 
en sin in believers, if there is no design, 
nor even a possibility of executing the 
penalty threatened? Why does God say 
by his inspired apostle, "Of how much 
sorer punishment suppose ye shall he be 
thought worthy who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant wherewith he 
was sanctified an unholy thing, and haHi 
done despite unto the Spirit of grace?" 
How is he worthy of sorer punishment, 
when he cannot be punished at allf And 
why does God say, "When the righteous 
tumeth from his righteousness and com- 
mitteth iniquity, he shall even die there- 
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by?" seeing it never can be. These, and 
many more of similar import, were evi- 
dently intended to restrain the people of 
God from sin; but, they can have no force 
whatever upon such as believe they can- 
not be lost. It is not enough to say that 
God will cJimtise his people for sin, and 
that this is all that is meant by such pas- 
sages. They contain threatenings of real 
and positive jnmUhment for sin. But 
chastisement is not punishment. This lat- 
ter, when inflicted, is always adapted to 
the amount of ill desert in the offense 
committed; the former is suited to the 
degree of opposition to amendment on the 
part of those chastised, and proceeds, as 
far as mere correction can, to secure re- 
formation. A parent when endeavoring 
to reform his two sons, each of whom had 
committed the same offense, would cease 
in one case, when he had laid on but five 
blows, if he saw the right measure of 
penitence, and satisfactory purpose of 
amendment; while in the other, he might 
see it necessary and proper to inflict 
double the number to reach the same end. 
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Hence correction^ or chastisement^ takes 
place he?*ej but pimtshment will be re- 
served to the jvdgment; for it is written, 
God will "resei-ve the unjust unto the day 
of judgment to be punished." Then the 
wicked will "go away into everlasting 
punishment/' they "shall be pimished 
with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord and from the glory of 
his power." So the consequence that 
necessarily follows, if believers cannot be 
sent to hell for their sins, is, that they are 
no longer responsible for crime, and hence 
there is no possible restraint against sin, 
growing out of threatened punishment. 
These threatenings have no more force 
with such as believe this doctrine, than if 
they had never been uttered. Common- 
sinners may fear the penalty and be re- 
strained; but Christians who believe they 
cannot be lost can have no restraint from 
any such fear. Indeed, they can have no 
more restraint against sin than if they 
believed there was no hell. They stand 
on the same ground in regard to all threat- 
enings of future punishment with modem 
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Uziiyersalists. Neither the one nor the 
other can apprehend any danger of a hell 
hereafter. 

But human reeponsibility stands as in- 
timately connected with promises as it 
does with threatenings. While the latter 
are addressed to our fears to deter us from 
vice, the former are addressed to our hopes 
to urge us to virtue. But if Christians can 
do nothing to forfeit heaven, then all pro- 
mises of heaven as connected with virtue 
and holiness are utterly destitute of force 
to urge them to a holy life. All ideas of 
any reward for virtue wr^ perfectly sense- 
lessy because heaven is the unconditional 
allotment of tibe elect; — and is not be- 
stowed from any consideration of faithful- 
ness whatever. Hence, again, believere 
who entertain this view can have no 
motive to virtue or holiness, arising from 
the prospect of heaven, or the promises of 
eternal life. Their iaithfulness or unfaith- 
fulness cannot affect that question at all. 
Conse(iuently they can have no more at- 
tractions to virtue than if they believed 
there was no heaven. Such texts as the 
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following are as nnmeaning to them as 
the whistling of the wind: namely, "We 
are made partakers of Christ if we hold 
the beginning of our confidence steadfast 
unto the end;" — "In due season we shall 
reap if we faint not;" — "Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life." All that multitude of scrip- 
tures addressed to our hopes and fears, 
are entirely thrown away if the final 
happiness of the righteous is uncondi- 
tional, and cannot be periled by positive 
sin, or neglect of holiness. They might 
as well have been . addressed to brutes or 
trees: and every Christian who honestly 
believes in unconditional perseverance 
must be totally uninfluenced by any con- 
siderations drawn from a future world. 
If he is virtuous, he must be so exclusively 
from some innate impulse, or from un- 
sought foreign influence. He might keep 
up the form of religion for the sake of 
reputation, or Church relation, but his 
piety must be destitute of those essential 
elements which the threatenings and pro- 
mises of Gk>d's word are intended to 
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inspire. All these scriptures are given to 
secure obedience, and our service is vi- 
tiated if we pervert their great design. 
To assume that those who believe in 
infallible perseverance are not thus injured 
because they do not profess to know they 
are converted, is to place them where the 
doctrine has no sort of application to 
tiiem. It is also to rob them of a Christian 
experience; to deprive them of "knowing 
Aat they are of God;" of "knowing that 
fJiey have passed from death unto life.^ 
This, however, does not weaken the force 
of the argument, — ^for thM is applied to 
those of whom it is affirmed they cannot 
be lo8t^ and who, by virtue of such belief, 
profess to have great consolation. 

If, therefore, they have no knowledge 
that they are Christians, they have no 
right to repose on the doctrine; and if 
they have such knoTdedge, they are desti- 
tute of the restraints we have named 
while thus reposing. They can take which 
horn of the dilemma they choose. If they 
take comfort from the consideration that 
Christians cannot fall and be lost, they 



Digitized by Google 



POSSIBILn'Y OF FINAL APCySTABY. 49 

must know that they are Christians; or 
they are comforting themselves while 
wnsafe^ just because somebody else is 
safe. If they know they are children of 
God, and assume that they cannot be 
lost, then neither threatenings nor prom- 
ises can have any eflTect on them to deter 
them from sin, or move them to virtue; 
and the consequence is, whatever piety 
they maintain, it must be kept up inde- 
pendent of those very appliances which 
Heaven ordained for its promotion, and 
tlierefore be destitute of those elements 
which are essential to its acceptance with 
God, viz., a respect to those portions of 
his word which he has given for this very 
end. Hence, if man maintains acc^table 
piety, he must do it as a moral and res- 
ponsible agent; as one who believes vice 
^ puni^able and holiness rewardable, — 
that "if he lives after the flesh he shall 
die," and that if he is "faithful unto 
death he shall have a crown of life." 
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CHAPTER V. 

POSSIBiLiTT OF FINAL APOSTASY THE OASES 

OF SOLOMON, JUDAS, ADAM, AND ANGELS. 

Solomon was once a child of God, if the 
. divine record given of him is reliable, 
and words are capable of any definite 
meaning. He was beloved of God, his 
prayers were graciously heard and an- 
swered. God granted him wisdom and 
grace, and every good thing he asked. 
But see his end, as recorded 1 Kings 11th 
chapter. He married wives among the 
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidon- 
ians and Hittites, — ^those idolatrous na- 
tions of whom God said to the children 
of Israel, "Te shall not go in to them." 
Yet he multiplied his wives to seven 
hundred, and his concubines to three 
hundred. And "his wives turned away 
his heart after other gods," and "Solomon 
did evil in the sight of the Lord," and 
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"the Lord was angry with Solomon be- 
cause his heart was turned from the Lord 
God of Israel." This plainly shows that 
his hecvrt was not only " turned away after 
other gods," but that it "was turned /ro?/* 
the Lord God of IsraeLP Nothing can 
be more plain: he was once a sincere 
worshiper of the true Gk)d, and he after- 
ward became a positive idolater : and in 
this state he died, so far as we have any 
history of him. No intimation is given 
that he was ever recovered. But Solomon 
had been forewarned by his father David, 
that if he forsook the Lord he would cast 
him off forever. This was undoubtedly 
his unhappy fate. 

The case of Judas is another example 
of final apostasy. It is ofl«n asserted, to 
be sure, that he never was converted, that 
he was a devil from the beginning. But 
there is nothing of this in the divine 
record. Indeed, such an assumption im- 
peaches the honesty and integrity of the 
Son of God. What did Christ mean when 
he sent Judas forth, and commanded him 
not only to preachy but to "heal the sick, 



Digitized by Google 



59 A2JTID0TE TO BACKSLIDIKG. 

cleanse the lepers, and cast ot^t dev- 
ils?" Did he intend to mock a child 
of the devil by commanding him to do an 
tmpossibilUyf and to abuse his own cause^ 
by choosing into the order of its ministry 
a son of Belial? And did he promise 
Judas one of the "twelve thrones" as a 
mere farce? And how could Satan enter 
into Judas "immediately after the sop," 
if he was already in him before? And 
how could he ^^/aU from the ministry and 
apostleship by tra/nsgreasion^^^ if he was 
never anything but a transgressor? These 
absurdities are too palpable for any ra- 
tional man to believe. And what was the 
end of Judas? Christ himself declares 
that he had lost him, though he was one 
of the twelve the Father had given hfm. 
Here, then, is another case of total and 
final apostasy. 

But a case that more strikingly exhibits 
the possibility of apostasy is found in 
Adam. The ground he occupied was 
vastly above that of a newly converted 
soul. He was perfectly pure. His mental, 
physical and moral energies were unim- 
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paired; nor was there* any want of balance 
between reason and passion, or any of the 
various powers of his complex being. All 
was in due proportion, and in perfect har- 
mony; for it was just as it came from the 
hand of die faultless Creator. The danger 
was at a single point, and that perfectly 
defined. God had placed him in a world 
free from rebellion as yet, and had thrown 
around him the entire panoply of a su- 
preme guardianship, even all that Om- 
nipotence could furnish a probationary 
being. Yet Adam fell, — ^fell from a state 
of perfect physical, mental and moral 
vigor, — ^fell from a state of spotless purity. 
He fell in Paradise, — ^in a world of inno- 
cence. He fell from the arms of infinite 
Love, of almighty Power. Who, then, 
will presume that a Christian cannot fall, 
while in a frail, sickly body; with un- 
balanced powers ; surrounded by a wicked 
world, full of all subtilty and mischief; 
beset with innumerable temptations, and 
exposed to a thousand snares; — his whole 
physical nature vastly impaired ; and most 
fewrfnl of all, inwwdly plagued with a 
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brood of unholy temjpers which arm every 
temptation with tenfold power. How 
utterly preposterous to contend that we 
are even moapdble of falling, while he 
who had the vantage ground of us beyond 
all computation has been made a prey to 
the wily foel Dare a puny, half-wasted 
child challenge a legion of tigers to com- 
bat, and vaunt himself incapable of defeat, 
at the very moment ho beholds the battle- 
field stained with the gore of his once 
vigorous, but now conquered and mangled 
sire? 

K it be insisted that Christians now 
have the pledged help of Omnipotence, 
our reply is, so had Adam, while he con- 
tinued loyal, and a Christian has no se- 
curity otherwise. The "Lord will be with 
us while we are with him." "Kwe deny 
him, he also will deny us." The truth 
is, no gracious help is secured to us except 
by a proper use of our moral agency. We 
are cautioned not to "grieve the Holy 
Spirit, whereby we are sealed unto the 
day of redemption," and that too, for the 
very reason that it may be so grieved as to 
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ababdon us forever. If Ohristians '^are 
kept by the power of God," they "are 
kept through faJUh^^ and that faith is a 
Yolnntary act of a moral agent. K un- 
belief could not forfeit the divine help, 
then there could be no peril in its indid- 
gence; and we could as well be children 
of Qod without fiuth as vMh it. But we 
"are all the childi-en of God by faith;" 
and " without fiuth it is impossible to please 
God." Inspiration also says, "Thou stand- 
est by faith, be not high minded but 
fear; for if God spared not the natural 
branches, take heed lest he i^ spare not 
thee." 

But another argument of irresistible 
force is drawn from the history of "the 
angels which kept not their first estate." 
These were the first beings that ever fell. 
Their mental endowments were no doubt 
vastly superior to those of our first par- 
ents. Their power of perception and dis- 
crimination must have been very clear, 
and their capability of repelling the force 
of a foreign assailant altogether above 
that of any of our race. The entire uni- 



Digitized by Google 



56 AHTIDOTB TO BAOKBUDIKO. 

yerse about them was pnre. Not a single 
being in the wide creation could have any 
disposition to tempt them to sin, Kor was 
there any natural tendency in them to 
sin. Their whole nature was stamped 
with the divine image. Their alienation 
firom God must have occurred without 
any defect, either in their moral constitu- 
tion or the principles of his govemm^it. 
Yet, pure as they were, and full of might 
as they were, and free as they were from 
the assault of fallen beings, they fell; — 
fell the firrt of all,— fell unallored. They 
fell amidst' a universe of spotless purity. 
The fact is recorded by infallible inspire 
atiou, and all human theories must bend 
to its truth. But how (mild tliey fall? 
What ifno mortal could tell? This would 
never disprove the £Eict. Yet there is one 
perceivable point of possibility. They 
were moral agents, occupying probation- 
ary ground, and were, therefore, peccable. 
They were capable of conceiving thoughts 
against the divine government, and of 
essaying to take the reins into their own 
hands. Such, perhaps, was the fact; for 
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the apoBtle represents '^the condemnation 
of the devil'' to be that of "being lifted 
up with pride." Now if a possibility of 
falling existed in a case ao elevated, and 
so free from foreign assault, who can 
doubt that poor feeble man is vulnerable — 
eei>eciall7 in a world of countless snares, 
of fascinaticNDs, treacheries, insults and ab- 
uses; pursued by the old serpent with all 
the added skill which ages of well-im- 
proved experience have ftimished, to 
decay, entangle and ruin the objects of 
his accumulated hate? What utter mad- 
ness is it, then, to assume that a Christian 
cannot fall and perish, while exposed on 
every hand, within and without, in ten 
thousand ways, by the flesh, the world 
and the devil I K there was a posribility 
of decline among angels, as their history 
proves, is it not undeniable that there is 
even a fearful liability and tendency to it 
among Christians? lie force of the argu- 
ment is not broken at all by the consider- 
ation that mercy never interposed in 
behalf of angels. There was no call for 
mercy prior to their apostasy; and the 
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single qnestion is respecting the possibility 
of departing from God with a nature so 
pure and vigorous, so free from tempta- 
tion, and guarded by all the attributes of 
the Supreme. 

The possibility of apostasy is further 
provable by facts which none can ration- 
ally dispute. It cannot be denied that the 
most devoted Christian can take one step 
in a spiritual decline. This step will im- 
pair his spiritual energies, by the operation 
of the necessary laws of his being. All 
eicperience in this direction goes to con- 
firm the statement The moment any one 
yields to temptation the mind is beclouded, 
the corruptions of the heart are strength- 
ened, the moral powers are enfeebled, and 
the Holy Spirit is grieved. It is easy to 
see that before this step was takeu^ the 
securities against sin were greater, and the 
liabilties less, than afterward. Of course, 
if there be any point from which it is 
impossible, or even difficult to retrograde, 
it is the one occupied before the decline 
commences. Yet with all the securities 
arising from the richest and deepest ex- 
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perience, the clearest light on the mind, 
the highest point of mental vigor, the 
exceeding great and precious promises, 
together with the abimdance of gracious 
influ^ice; — ^a spiritual decline has been 
commenced. This is und^able. Now 
can any one £Eiil to see that the second 
step can be more easily taken than the 
first? Is there not less light to see danger, 
and less strength to resist temptation? And 
yet 'temptation has greater potency than 
before, because of the increased amount 
of internal corruption. Consequently the 
securities against a third step of decline 
are altogether less, and every succeeding 
step will introduce a corresponding in- 
crease of moral depramtyy and a necessary 
diminution of spiritual vigor. The un- 
failing result of all this will be, that the 
antagonist principles, sin and holiness, will 
be continually changing in favor of the 
corrupt and dangerous side. Gracioite 
helps and spiritual vigor will be perpet- 
ually diminished, while corrupt passions 
and depraved appetites will be constantly 
gaining strength. The ratio of increase 
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wilt be like that of scales, wiiere the 
weights are all the while taken from one 
side and thrown into the other; or, like 
that of two contending armies, where all 
deserters go from one aide, and join in to 
augment the strength of the opposing 
enemy. The result of such a process, if 
continued, is easily seen. Hence it is 
positively demonstrated, that a point can 
be reached where all power to oppose sin 
and temptation will be lost "That Which 
was lame will be utterly turned out of the 
way;" and "the light which was in the 
soul will become darkness." ^Nothing can 
weaken the force of this argument unless 
it can be shown that some agency or in- 
fluence will necessarily and fatally arrest 
the process. But here all evidence is posi- 
tively on the other side. The further one 
strays from God, the less courage and faith 
have the Ohurch and its ministers to labor 
for his recovery, and the feebler also will 
all purposes for reformation be on the 
part of the apostate. The wiU must decide 
less and less vigorously in favor of repent- 
ance; the Spirit of Qod must be increas- 
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mglj grieved, and provoked to depart, tiU 
it will be said, "Behold, your house is left 
unto you desolate;^' "Ephraim is joined 
to idols, let him alone;" "If a man abide 
not in me be is cast forth as a branch and 
is withered;" "Woe unto ihem! for they 
have fled from me : destruction unto them ! 
because they have transgressed against 
me." Hos. vii, 13. But suppose God could 
arrest this decline in spite of man's moral 
agency, and had determined so to do; at 
what point might we expect the interpo- 
sition of his irresistible "p^wer? Would 
he be most glorified by having his grace 
longer insulted and his authority violated? 
Woidd he purposely wait till multitudes 
were made skeptics by the backslidings 
of his people? And would he allow all 
tliis to go on at the same time that he was 
able to arrest it? and yet with great ap- 
parent sincerity and earnestness deplore 
these backslidings, by utterances of warn- 
ing, remonstrance and regret? How basely 
hjpocritical must he be in all his pro- 
fessed solicitude for the uprightness and 
purity of his Church, while he has power 
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in his hands to preserve it in this state, 
and yet purposely declines to exercise it? 

What strange absurdities must also ap- 
pear in the teachings of those who deny 
the possibility of final apostasy, especially 
if they connect their doctrine with those 
scriptures which inspiration applies to 
backsliders? Instance the following: "Be 
watchful, and strengthen the things which 
remain, that are ready to die. If there- 
fore tkou shalt not watch, I will come on 
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee." "So, 
then, because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out 
of my mouth." Eev. iii, 2, 3, 16. "Ee- 
member therefore from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; 
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his 
place, except thou repent." Rev. ii, 5. 
Now add the doctrine, "The things which 
remain" cofrmot cUe; the lukewarm cmmot 
be spued out of Christ's mouth; or, if 
so, "the things which die ca/nnot remam 
dead;" "those who are spued out must he 
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receded hack agam,^^ Tell the Christian,, 
"If you are a real child of God you can- 
not contirme in sin, though you may trans- 
gress the law of God. You may become 
wicked; you may *wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived,' yet the 
time -will come when you rrmgt reform; 
when it will be impossible for those to 
a/void * repentance,' *who have crucified 
the Son of God afresh^ and put him to 
an open shame.'" How shocking must 
this sound to rational men! Yet all these 
absurdities are unavoidable upon the as- 
sumption that no real Christian can fall 
away and be lost. Now if Solomon, with 
all his wisdom, and all the pledges of 
divine support given him, could fall; if 
Judas, who shared the Master's instruc- 
tion, his faithful warnings and his constant 
aid, could fall in defiance of the whole; 
if Adam, with all his purity and unim- 
paired energies, could fall in spite of Om- 
nipotent love ; if angels could tall without 
a devil to tempt them, and without any 
external or internal evil to beset them; 
what are we, that we should presume on 
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Inevitable security^ in the midi^ of flie 
countless allnrements of earth, the rage 
of wicked men, and the tirdess efforts of 
Satanic legions to procure our ruin! Why 
does the devil still go about as a roaring 
lion seeking whom he may devour, if in 
fact he can devour nobody? Has he had 
no eyes for these thousands of years to see 
the fruitlessness of his efforts? Does he 
not know, that, so far from destroying any 
child of God, his leading them into sin 
has only paved the way for richer bestow- 
ments of pardon, seeing their forgiveness 
is infallible? Why has he made this utter 
waste of his strength, and persisted in his 
thriftless plotting, and worrying, and fight- 
ing, for these ages that are past? Ah! he 
has learned full well that his labor has 
not be^i in vain. He has not only seen 
the prostration of ^e federal head of our 
race, he turns his flashing eye on the 
myriads he has beguiled from the path of 
life, and stored in the deep caverns of his 
woeful abode. Nor is this device of per- 
suading Christians that their ruin is im- 
possible among the least successful he has 
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tried, to secure llis hellish triumph. No- 
thing else oould so fully and fotally lull 
their fears, as the belief that God, even 
the God of the Bible, had said, "Ye shall 
not surely die," though ye should eat 
of the forbidden fruit; though ye "turn 
away from the holy commandment de- 
livered unto you," and "do despite to the 
Spirit of grace," and even "trample under 
foot the blood of the covenant," and 
"count it an unholy thing." O, with what 
lute-like softness he breathes this on the 
Christian efu*, and soothes the spirit to un- 
guarded rest I With what honeyed sweet- 
ness he feasts the morbid appetite on the 
delectable thought, "All is srfel" "Thou 
art a child of God, and, however at ease, 
earth and hell, even the world, the flesh 
and the devil, cannot harm thee."* Thou 
canst revel in the stores of Mammon, thou 
canst drink at the fount of Bacchus, thou 
canst whirl in dizziness on the apex of 
earthly glory, but no harm can befall 
thee. This, indeed, was the devil's ruse 
in the garden of Eden. "Yea, hath God 
said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
• 5 

Digitized by Google 



68 ANllDOTE TO BACKSLIDING. 

garden?'* "God doth know, that in Ae 
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
1)6 opened; and ye shall be as gods, know* 
ing good and evil.'' "Te shall not surely 
die." '^6od does not mean what he threat- 
ens; he will never execute the penalty 
against sin in believers. To whatever 
extent they may fall, their apostasy will 
be arrested by irresistible grace, and they 
will infallibly be brought to heaven." 

Behold now the logical consequences 
of teaching the impossibility of final apos- 
tasy. It totally overthrows the idea of 
moral agency in believers. They have no 
power to become aliens from God, or to 
forfeit their heirship to eternal life. Their 
hearts, to be sure, can rise up in rebellion 
against the Almighty, but this is no hin- 
deranc^ to his approval. If he does not 
smile on them by way of comfort, he must 
own them as his children, for they still 
belong to bis spiritual kingdom. They serve 
the devil unmistakably, but then they are 
none of his: — ^they are the real, spiritual 
children of God though they wage a de- 
termined war against his law and his grace. 
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Bnt we have seen again, that this doc- 
trine is equally at war with the responsi- 
bflity of believers. As they are incapable 
of forfeiting their spiritual relationship, so 
they are not liable to any penalties for 
sin; even the God who has said he will 
"judge his people," cannot punish them 
for their vilest transgressions. Though 
they grieve the Holy Spirit, inflict wounds 
upon the Church, sin against superior 
light, lead sinners into infidelity, and 
cause them to stumble into perdition, yet 
they may shout defiance to infinite justice, 
and mock the thunders of divine ven- 
geance. All these consequences, and a 
hundred more too revolting to name, are 
the legitimate result of denying the pos- 
sibility of total and final apostasy. 

But do not those who take this position 
fear to carry it out in their ecclesiastical 
polity? Are they not afraid of public scorn 
if they retain flagrant sinners as accept- 
able members of the visible Church? And 
how is it that they assume to be holier 
than God? Do they not insist that ho 
retained David and Peter in the sacred- 
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ness of divine fellowship amid all their 
profanity, falsehood and mnrder? But do 
not they count such unworthy a place in 
the visible Church, and too vile for a con- 
fessed brotherhood? And yet they are 
compelled to own that God made Adam 
and angels outcasts from his favor and 
fellowship for their single transgression. 
Dear as they were to him in all their 
primeval glory and purity, he disowned 
them as his children the moment they 
transgressed. The very wisdom, power 
and love, that were enlisted in their be- 
half when they were true to the divine 
throne, were roused for their expulsion 
from the celestial brotherhood when they 
refused allegiance to their rightful Sove- 
reign. Though he had stamped them with 
superb intellectual and moral excellence, 
and constituted them the brightest, rich- 
est diamonds that sparkled amidst the 
glories of an unfallen universe; spirits as 
pure as heaven itself; reflecting the per- 
fect, unmarred image of their great Author, 
and possessing the sweetest moral charms 
that infinite skill could produce ; yet these 
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with all their attractions for the divine 
mind, bad no Becurities against the penal 
sanctions of the unchangeable law of God, 
when they dared to trample on its author- 
ity. If the bosom of Infinite Love could 
ever have felt reluctance to visit trans- 
grea^on, it must have been so in this case. 
If intellectual and moral worth were found 
anywhere, it was here. And if any moral 
agents had power to stand, they had it. 
K any were ever free from external in- 
ducements to fall, they were. If any ever 
had attractions to charm them into ever- 
lasting obedience, they had them. And 
yet they revolted. Not because they had 
not great powers and great securities; bnt 
because lliey abused those powers and 
abandoned those securities. Omnipotence 
forever stands pledged to protect all intel- 
ligences in the loyal exercise of their 
powers, but it cannot be expected to vio- 
late that moral agency it has committed 
to the hands of responsible beings, and for 
the use or abuse of which they f«*e to be 
held to a strict account. 

To oaiume, therefore, that Christians 
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cannot utterly fall, with their enfeebled 
powers, their inward depravity, (for until 
they are fully sanctified depravity re- 
mains,) their beclouded minds, and tiieir 
nameless outward allurements, snares and 
dangers, is to fly in the face of all reason, 
philosophy and history. It is to represent 
that God will be more pleased with one 
who has squandered much of his grace, 
or who even buries his talent, than with 
one who wymwes; and will, therefore, 
put fcMth a special and irresistible effort 
to reclaim him ; or, that one who is all the 
while reducing his own strength, darken- 
ing his own mind, and entangling his own 
feet, will yet reach a point where he must 
inevitably recover hmmLfy though with 
wasted powers in stronger bonds, and far 
less inclination to do so. But reason, ex- 
perience and revelation unite to declare 
that the motion of a soul, in a process of 
alienation from God, has an increasing 
momentum every hour; and that there is 
an ever-growing tendency to departure, 
and a rapidly diminishing probability of 
return. This was what drew fc»1;h that 
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despftiriag exclamation in reference to 
backsliding Israel, "Why should ye be 
etricken any more? Ye will revolt more 
and more." Isa. i, 5. 

This is an indisputable evidence that a 
period will arrive in the history of back- 
sliders when the attractions of mercy lose 
all their charm, and when correctione lose 
all their restraining power. Every ap- 
pliance of the remedial scheme to enlight- 
en, move, molt, awaken or alarm, has ex- 
pended its £circe witbo&t success, and the 
case of the offender becomes hopeless. 
This is the climax of apostasy. From this 
state there is no recovery. "It is impos- 
sible to renew such to repentance, seeing 
they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh and put him to an open shame." 
Heaven has exhausted the immensity of 
its stores for the redemption of the prod- 
igal, and can do no more. His own ac- 
cuniulating sullenness ancj deprayity have 
gained a preponderance beyond the furth- 
est reach of Mercy's extended arm, and 
nothing remains but " a certain fearfu| 
]ooking for of judgment and fiery indignar 
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tion which shall devour the adversaries." 
Thus does it appear, that whichever way 
we turn our attention in regard to this 
question, the argument grows upon us 
perpetually in favor of the fearful possi- 
bility of apostasy. Our own consciousness 
of freedom, the impartial legislation of all 
nations, the treatment of offenders in all 
Churches, the warnings and threatenings 
of the sacred word delivered to back- 
slid^^, and the fall of Adam and angels, 
— all admonish us of our liability to be- 
come castaways. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

DANGER OF TOTAL AND FINAL APOSTASY — 
DCPOBT OF PARABLES, ETC. 

See the parable of tke sower, Matt, xiii, 
4, &c.: "Some seeds fell by the way- side, 
and the fowls came and devoured them 
up; some fell upon stony places, where 
they had not much earth; and forthwith 
they sprung up because they had no deep- 
ness of earth; and when the sun was up 
they were scorched, and because they had 
not root, they withered away." Of all the 
seed sown in the places above described, 
none brought forth fruit to perfection, 
though the last mentioned actually sprung 
up and grew for a time; but it finally 
withered away. This was not caused by 
any defect in the seed or the sower; the 
catastrophe was occasioned by the unfit- 
ness of the soil, which was intended to set 
forth tiie lack of thorou^ness and per- 
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Beverance on the part of a certain class 
of persons who "receive the word with 
joy," and "for a while idieve^ but in time 
of temptation fall away.^^ Luke viii, 13. 
Such is the exposition Christ himself gi^es 
of this part of the parable; and he cer- 
tainly knew how to expound his own par- 
able. Mark, — ^he says, these "for a while 
idieveJ^ Was this a spurious fiwth? Then 
why did not Christ say so? But if it was, 
their fall was no calamity; for if they fell 
from a spurious faith they must have 
come into possession of a true one. If 
they only abandoned a profession while 
they had no piety, they acted an honest 
part and did their duty. But thc^i how 
could this occur in yielding to "tempta- 
tion?" Yet they "fell away m time of 
temptaiAon!'^ Here, then, is a case which 
exhibits not only the possibility, but the 
dcmger of apostasy, — which lies in the 
force of temptation. 

Next take the parable of the ten virgins, 
Matt. XXV, 1, &c.: "Five of them were 
wise, and five were foolish. The wise took 
oil in their yessels with their lamps," thftt 
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is, reernit oil in the recrnit vessel con- 
nected wilii the lamp. "While the bride- 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept. And at midnight there was a cry 
made, Behold, the bride^oom cometli, 
go ye ont to meet him. Ihen all those 
virgins arose and trimmed th^r lamps; 
and the foolish said unto the wise. Give 
us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out." 
It is indisputable that the oU in this par- 
able is int^ided to represent graoe, and 
that the going out of the lamps of the 
foolish showed the exhaustion of the oil in 
the bowl of the lamp. This being ex- 
pended, and none having been taken in 
the recruit vessel to renew the supply, the 
lamps could of course bum no longer. 
None can deny that they were once light- 
ed, for if otherwise they could not have 
"gone out." Now the taking a supply 
in the recruit vessel by the wise cannot 
mean that, real Christians have more grace 
than they need at cmy time ; but it indi- 
cates " Rowing in grace," or seeking con- 
tinual supplies, which prepare them for 
any emerg^iey. Whereas the folly of 
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the others in not taking recruit oil reenlted 
in the extinction of their lamps, — giving 
the impressive lesson that those who will 
not seek additional supplies of grace, lose 
the flame of devotion, and are finally left 
in utter darkness. Whereas, if they shall 
add to their "faith, virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, godliness, brotherly-kindness 
and charity," so that these things are in 
them, and abound, they "shall never fall," 
but "an entrance shall be ministered unto 
them abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our JLord Jesus Christ." Yet 
those represented by the foolish virgins 
will be absolutely refused admission to 
"the marriage supper of the Lamb." 
Hence, by this parable also, our Lord 
most strikingly exhibits the danger of 
apostasy. 

See the parable of the insolvent debtor, 
"who owed ten tiioosand talents, and had 
nothing to pay." Matt, xviii, 23, &c. Tim 
servant begged his lord to have patiaice 
wiA him, "and he foiigave him all the 
debt." " But the same went out, and found 
one of his fellow-servants, who owed him 
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a hundred pence: and he laid hands on 
him, and took him by the throat, saying, 
Pay me that thou owest. And his fellow- 
servant fell down at his feet, and besought 
him, saying. Have patience with me, and 
I will pay thee all. And he would not: 
but went and cast him into prison, till he 
should pay all the debt. Then his lord 
said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I 
forgave thee all that debt because thou 
desiredst me. Shouldest not thou also 
have had compassion on thy fellow-serv- 
ant, even as I had pity on thee? And 
his lord was wroth, arid delivered him to 
the tormentors till he should pay all that 
was due unto him." Christ adds: "So 
likewise shall my heavenly Father do also 
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive 
not every one his brother his trespasses." 
Kow what is the undeniable inference? 
Why, that every one who is really for- 
given, if he does not exercise the spirit of 
forgiveness toward his fellows, shall have 
the whole original claim re^xacted, and 
be cast into the prison of hell. Nothing 
can more clearly represent the final loss 
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c^ an apostate soul, and the fearfnl danger 
of sharing that fate by falling into an 
unforgiving spirit. 

See another proof in point, in Christ's 
parable of the vine and its branches, 
John XV, 1, &c. : "I am the true vine, And 
my Father is Ae husbandman. Every 
branch in me t]}at beareth not fruit he 
taketh away." Ver. 6^ "If a man abide 
not in me he is cast iibrth as a branch, 
and is withered; and men gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are 
burned." No one cfm dispute that those 
who arc in Christ are real Christians, be- 
cause an inspired apostle declares they 
are "new creatures." Yet these can become 
unfruitful, and so not "abide in Christ." 
They will then be cast forth as withered 
branches and be burned. How can they 
bear fruit after they are cast into fire and 
burned? The thing is impossible. This 
again shows the danger of hopeless apos- 
tasy. On this very account Christ ex- 
horted his disciples to "continue in his 
love," and told them definitely what to do 
to abide in his love, John xv, 10: "If 
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ye keep my commMidments ye shall abide 
in my love." Consequently, if they did 
not keep his commandments, they would 
7iot abide in his love. Just as surely, 
then, as a Christian can violate the com- 
mands of Christ, he can cease to abide in 
his love, and thus be cast forth, withered 
and himedy or placed where there will be 
no possibility of restoration. 

Take, next, the apostle's figurative re- 
presentation of this matter, Eom. xi, 16 : 
"If the first fruit be holy, the lump is 
also holy: and if the root be holy, so are 
the branches. And if some of the branches 
be broken off, and thou," (a Gentile,) 
"being a wild olive-tree, wert graffed in 
among them, and with them partakest of 
the root and fatness of the olive-tree, boast 
not against the branches." Ver. 19, &c., 
"Thou wilt say then, the branches were 
broken ofi*, that I ini^t be grafied in. 
Well; because of unbelief they were 
broken off, and thou standest by faith. 
Be not high-minded, but fear: for if God 
spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest he also spare not thee. Behold there- 
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fore the goodness and severity of QtKi: on 
them which fell, severity; but toward thee, 
goodness: if thon continue in his good- 
ness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut oflfl" 
Let it particularly be observed here, that 
the apostle speaks of some who were 
broken off from an olive-tree whose holy 
root made its branches holy; and that he 
cautions others to beware lest they also 
should be broken off; that the former 
"were broken off because of unbelief," 
and that the latter could stand only by 
faith ; that the dispensation of God toward 
them would be goodness, if they corvtmr 
ued m his goodness; otherwise they also 
would be cut off. It is certain that the 
persons here spoken of as having been 
broken off from the good olive-tree, once 
had a true faith, otherwise it would be 
absurd to say they "were broken off be- 
cause of unbelief." It is clear also, that 
those addressed by the apostle, though 
real Christians, and possessed of a genuine 
faith, were nevertheless capable of for- 
feiting their religion; else why that start- 
ling caution, "Hiou standest by faith. Be 
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not high-minded, but fear. If Qt)d spared 
not the natural branches, take heed lest he 
also spare not thee." Did the apostle 
design to produce a false alarm, by mak- 
ing his brethren believe they could fall, 
when the thing was absolutely impossible! 
No; he had too much both of honesty and 
consistency to do anything of the kind. 
Hence the argument is irresistible that 
real Christians can fell away and perish. 

See also Gal. vi, 9: "Let us not be 
weary in well-doing, for in due season we 
shall reap if we faint not." Mark now: — 
If the apostle did not address these as real 
Christians, then it was false to sagr Ikat in 
due season they would reap, if A&fhiBAed 
not: because perseverance in sin and un- 
belief will never secure heaven. And if 
they were real Christians they could faint, 
and so fail of reaping; for it is on this 
that the whole force of the exhortation, 
"Let us not be weary in Well-doing," de- 
pends. 

Again) Heb. iii, 6, 6, is exactly in point: 
"Moses verily was faithful in all his 
house, as a servant, &c. : but Christ, as a 
6 
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son over his own house, whose hous^ arq 
we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end," 
Here our final association as the household 
of Christ in heaven is made to depend 
on holding fast our confidence, <&e., firm 
unto the end. If the objector aflSrms that 
our religion is only proved to be genuine 
by our perseverance to the end, we answer, 
if this "confidence" be ^ false one, then 
holding it fast to the end would be a 
positive hi/nderano^ to our salvation. But 
if it be a genuine confidence, then we may 
fail to hold it to the end, and so become 
ruined apostates. K it be asserted that 
none but a true confidence can be held 
fast to the end, then it follows that a false 
confidence will infallibly secure salvation ; 
for if a false confidence cannot be re- 
tained, t^en it must be exchanged for a 
true one; and as this cannot be lost the 
candidate is sure of heaven. The only 
escape from this conclusion, is in assuming 
that those who have a false confidence, 
will be compelled, before the close of life, 
to give up cM confidence; which goes to 
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say that no man can perseTere in hjpo^ 
crisy or self-deception. This is contra- 
dicted by a multitude of scriptures, and 
by the history of the Scribes and Phari^ 
sees. But the entire scope of the text we. 
have quoted goes to show that the persons- 
addressed had a true confidence; for the 
iq>ostle was exhorting them to perBevere 
in what they hetd, not to exchange it for 
something else. If he had suspected the 
soundness of their conversion, he would 
have brought them to a speedier test than 
that of pursuing their whole future his- 
tory, and waiting till it would be too late 
to seek mercy before they ascertained 
their true character. There was a way to 
know whether they had passed from death 
to life. It is true then, first, that a person 
may hold a false confidence to the end, 
and die in self-deception; second, that 
therefore, holding our confidence to the 
end does not prove it genuine ; and third- 
ly, that the apostle did not speak of per- 
severance as a test of the soundness of 
conversion, but as an indispensable thing 
to be connected with a sound conversion 
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in order to be admitted to the household 
of Christ above. 

Once more, 2 Tim. ii, 12 : "If we snflfer 
we shall also reign with him; if we deny 
him, he also will deny ns." Here are 
conditional consequences presented in op- 
posite directions. " If we naffer " (patiently 
and perse veringly) "we diall reign^^ with 
Christ ; " if we dmy him" fully (and finally) 
"he also will deny us." Now either of 
these conditions can be met by us, or the 
apostle is trifling with us. We can suffer 
on according to the will of God, and so 
reign with Christ on his throne; or we can 
deny him totally and finally, and then, 
like the foolish virgins, be refused admis- 
sion when we knock at the bolted door of 
heaven. It must be plain to every one, 
as it was no doubt to those addree^ed in 
the above language, that it is not only 
possible to deny Christ when we are called 
to suffer for his sake, but that it requires 
great courage and stem purpose of heart 
to own him in the midst of enemies and 
persecutions. So powerful were the ten- 
dencies to apostasy amid such scenes of 



Digitized by Google 



DAKGEB OF FINAL AFO^ASY. 85 

trial, that the apostle saw it needful to 
employ both of these tremendbus motives 
to prevent it : namely, if we stand firm in 
suffering, we shall reign in hea/ven^ — the 
mightiest stimulant to hope that can be 
given ; but if we yield to trials, and deny 
Christ on account of sufferings, he will 
deny us, will shut us from heaven and 
turn us into hell, — the most moving ad- 
dress to our fears that can be conceived. 
All this was done by an inspired apostle, 
— ^not to induce men to renounce a false 
religion for a true one, but to move them 
to perseverance in that holiness in which 
they had already commenced, but from 
which their severe trials and persecutions 
had a powerful tendency to move them. 

Hence the argument in favor of the pos- 
sibility of apostasy perpetually accumu- 
lates as we pursue the Scripture testimony 
touching that point. On one hand the 
strongest encouragements are presented to 
stimulate hope and allure to obedience, 
and on the other, the most solemn warn- 
ings and threatenings, to arouse fear and 
produce restraint 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

DANGBB OF APOSTASY — ABaiTllBNT FBOH 
CONDITIONAL PBOMISB8. 

It is already admitted that the people of 
Otoi have strong consolations growing out 
of communion with him, and that they 
haye great securities promised them in 
the hour of trial. But tlieir safety after all 
depends on meeting the conditions on 
which the promises are suspended. There 
are no promises of final salvation but 
such as have conditions, either expressed 
or implied. In addition to such as have 
been already noticed, let us examine the 
following : — 

1 Chron. xxviii, 9, "And thou, Solomon 
my son, know thou the God of thy father, 
and serve him with a perfect heart, and 
with a willing mind : for the Lord search- 
eth all hearts, and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek 
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him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou 
forsake him, he will cast thee off forever." 
Here it is plain thdt the continued favor 
and blessing of God depended on the con- 
tinued faithfulness of Solomon; because 
he was admonished that if he forsook the 
Lord, he would cast him off forever. It is 
further evident that Solomon was not only 
capable of a temporary backsliding, and 
of a consequent temporal penalty, but of 
utter and final apostasy, and of being con- 
sequently "cast off foreoer.^ See al§o 
2 Chron. Xv, 2: "The Lord is with you 
while ye be with him; and if ye seek 
him, he will be found of you; but if ye 
forsake him, he will forsake you." Here 
God is pledged to be with his people, to 
justify and comfort, while they are with 
hinij to obey and serve. Hence the sup- 
ports and comforts of his grace will be 
secured and retained by a compliance with 
his requirements; but they will as cer- 
tainly be forfeited by neglect and abuse. 
All this is voluntary. 

Next examine Ezek. xxxiii, 13: "When 
I shall say to the righteous, that he shall 
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surely live ; if he trust to his own right- 
eousness, and commit iniquity, all his 
righteousness shall Bot be remembered; 
but for his iniquity that he hath commit- 
ted, he shall die for it." The advocates 
of final perseverance contend that this 
text relates to the self-righteous, and there- 
fore does not invalidate their doctrine. 
Well, if this be so, then God says to the 
self-righteous, he shall s^wrely live. But 
where does he say so? Surely nowhere. 
The very thought is repulsive to all Chris- 
tian feeling. And yet this alternative is 
unavoidable if we adopt the above con- 
struction of the text. But it is further 
said of this man that ^^all his righteousness 
shall not be remembered." If the character 
presented had no righteousness but self- 
righteousness, then this threatening is con- 
verted into a promise; and a very rare 
promise too : a promise to a self-righteous 
man, that if he will add to the abomina- 
tion of his self-righteousness the commis- 
sion of "iniquity," he shall be released 
from all responsibility for his self-right- 
eousness, — "it shall not be remembered!" 
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How plain it is that the text admits of »o 
rational harmony with the doctrine of 
nnccmditional perseverance; otherwise a 
construction so absurd and repulsive never 
would have been put upon it. Indeed, 
this text is not only proof that every pro- 
mise previously made to the righteous in 
regard to tlieir final happiness, is to be 
understood as conditional; — ^it is an au- 
thoritative prohibition from God himself 
against construing any promise he ever 
should make, otherwise than conditional, 
— "When I shall say to the righteous he 
shall surely live ; " that is, when I make 
promise without even expressing a con- 
dition, every man is to understand that a 
condition is implied. This text must for- 
ever settle the question, that no promise 
made to the righteous can furnish any 
evidence of his infelUble p^^everance. It 
was giv^i in the early history of tlie 
Church, and was intended to stand out a 
perpetual admonition not to pervert even 
the most positive pledges of the Almighty 
by expecting their fulfillment without 
meeting all the conditions as moral and re- 
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sponsible agents. But, that it may be seen 
that the doctrine of this text accords witti 
the tenor of God's word, we go on to 
furnish other texts in proof of conditional 
perseverance. See Heb. iii, 12: "Take 
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God." But why take heed ? 
Because " we are made partakers of Christ," 
(finally,) "if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence steadfast unto the end." Here 
you see tlie bliss of sharing with Christ in 
his kingdom stands comiected with per- 
severing faithfulness. " Hence the apostle 
pressed his brethren to the fulfillment of 
the condition, that they might share the 
promised inheritance. 

Again, Heb. iv, 1: "Let us therefore 
fear lest a promise being left us of enter- 
ing into his rest, any of you should seem 
to come sh<:»*t of it" Here is a plain 
reference to the Israelites coming short of 
entering the land of Canaan, which had 
been promised them, and into which they 
would have entered but for their unbelief, 
as the apostle plainly states: "So we see 
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that they could not enter in because of 
unbelief." Heb. iii, 19. There is a pro- 
mised rest, a heavenly inheritance ibr the 
l>eople of Gk)d; but it can be possessed 
only by perseverance in well-doing. At the 
eleventh verse of the fourth chapter of He- 
brews the apostle exhorts his brethren to 
^4abor to enter into that rest lest any man 
fall after the same example of unbelief." 
This is another evident case of the condi- 
tionality of God's promises, even where 
they do not stand formally connected with 
such condition. The promise to the Israel- 
ites of entering Canaan was positive; yet 
when they became unbelieving and rebel- 
lious, they were overthrown in the wilder- 
ness, and so never entered the promised 
land. And this very case is presented by 
St. Paul to inspire fear among the Hebrews 
lest they should in like manner fail of the 
heavenly inheritance. Again, Kev. ii, 10: 
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life." This promise 
of a final crown is connected with the con- 
dition of being faithful unto death. Now 
if Christ knew that the crown could not 
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be forfeited, why did he urge the Church 
at Smyrna to be faithftil, as a condition of 
receiving it? See also Rev. iii, 2, &c.: 
"Be watchful and strengthen the things 
which remain, Aat are ready to die." " If 
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come 
on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not 
know what hour I will come upon thee." 
Here also it is clear that final salvation 
would be forfeited by unwatchfulness, and 
hence it was conditional. Again, Eev. iii, 
11: "Behold, I come quickly; hold that 
fast which thou hast, that no man take 
thy crown." Whatever that was which 
those at Philadelphia had, if they held it 
fast, they would have a crown. Hence it 
must have been pure religion. But still it 
was possible for them to lose it, or there 
would have been neither force nor sense 
in exhorting them to hold it fast. Thus 
we could go on multiplying conditional 
proiaftises to prove the possibility of final 
apostasy. But as we have shown that God 
requires us to understand aU his promises 
thus, we need not go further. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

DANOSB OF APOSTASY — AKGIJMENT FROM 
ADMONITIONS. 

All the Scripture cautions are evidences 
of danger. Every warning delivered to 
God's people is proof of it. " Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit'' This is a voice of thunder, 
to tell the Christian there is danger of 
being lost. Rev. ii, 5: "Repent and do 
thy first works ; or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and will remove thy candle- 
stick out of his place, except thou repent." 
How significantly this speaks of danger! 
The candlestick is the Church, and this 
was to be blotted out unless there was 
speedy repentance. Heb. x, 27: "Fat if 
we sin willfully after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery 
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indignation, which shall devour the ad- 
versaries." How palpable the danger here 
presented of willfully renouncing Christ, 
the only Saviour, aside from whom there is 
no "sacrifice for sins; and if no sacrifice 
shields the head of the wretched apostate, 
how terrible must be the displays of that 
fiery indignation which he has so violently 
provoked by his willful abuses of infinite 
mercy I Look at the warning of St. Peter, 
1st Ep., V, 8: "Be sober, be vigilant; be- 
cause your adversary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour." What a picture 1 Ihe prowl- 
ing lion hunting for his prey : not to startle, 
pursue, and worry, but to "efowowr." Such 
is the intent of the malignant prince of 
darkness. And does not this speak of 
danger? Are we notified to be sober and 
vigilafUj when there is no peril? Woe 
to the man who indulges such a dream ! 

SI»-§bK> Heb. X, 28, 29 : "He that despised 
oses's law, died without inercy under two 
or three witnesses : of how much sorer pun- 
ishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy wh^Jiath trodden under foot the 
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Son of God, and hath counted the blood 
of the covenant wherewith he was sanc- 
tified an unholy thing; and hath done 
despite to the Spirit of grace ?" Here is 
a solenm warning to those who have felt 
the sanctifying blood of the covenant, lest 
they should so decline as to count that 
blood an unholy thing, and do despite to 
the Spirit of grace. Such become liable 
to sorer punishment than those who died 
without mercy under Moses's law. How 
loudly this speaks of danger ! Mark, also, 
tl leb. vi, 4, &c.: "For it 

IS hose who were once en- 

li ^e tasted of the heavenly 

g le partakers of the Holy 

G asted the good word of 

God and the powers of the world to come, 
if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance ; seeing they cru- 
cify to themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame." Sevei 
things are important to be marked in th; 
text, in order to gain its true import. 
First, it does not apply to merely awaken- 
ed sinners, for these had been renewed, 
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else the apostle would not have said, "It 
is impossible to renew them dgam,^^ Be- 
sides, to restrict it to such would make it 
prove what no Christian would be willing 
to admit, namely,^ that every sinner who^ 
sinned away his Jvrst coiwiotiofij was ren- 
dered incapable of repentance and salva- . 
tion. This cannot be. true. Second, it 
does not apply to mere backsliders; -it 
presents the case of total apostates ; such 
as have " crucified the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame ;" such as * 
have coimted him an im 
fore worthy of crucifixic 
backslider has ever d« 
pei-sons represented ha 
great height. TL^ hac 
takers of the Holy Ghost, had tasted the 
good word of God and the powers of the 
world to come. They had experienced 
J^Q enlightening, melting, quickening, and 
•^■lictifying influences of the Holy Ghost ; 
nfo that the great work and mission of the 
Spirit had been realized by them in its 
largest measure. They had perceived 
and felt the evidences and power of Qos- 
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pel trntfa. But all these had been sinned 
away, and there was no fortlier evidence 
to clothe Christianity with authority; no 
other agent to renew the fallen heart 
Hence tiieir recovery was impimiHU^ not * 
for lade of atoning virtue in the great 
sacrifice, nor of e£Seiency in the divine 
agent, but on account of ^e position they 
had reached in defiance of all the agen- 
cies asod appliances of the redeeming 
scheme. The brightest beams of truth 
had be^i once received, then slighted, 
abused, and rejected. The entire energy 
of gracious and spiritual helps had been 
perverted and squandered. Heaven ccmld 
do no more could de- 

vise no bett< boundless 

love ce^uld r, sweeter 

charms. Tl compassion 

had he^i s^ test breath 

of entreaty had swept fruitlessly over aMK 
icy heart All the workings of the Spmj^ 
had been counted fanaticism, delusflKpy. 
wildfire. The dreadful preponderance or 
returning depr^yity had sunk so low as to 
ferbid a subM^uent elevation. This is a 
7 
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warning whose note should never be al- 
lowed to die (m a Christian's ear. 

Another proof of the danger of apos- 
tasy is found in the threatenings God ut- 
ters against his people when they depart 
from him. Hear the voice of the Saviour 
to the Laodicean Church, (Rev. iii, 16,) 
• ^^So then, because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth.'* Tins Church was 
planted by apostolic hands, and had once 
been worthy of being symbolized by a 
golden candle-stick. But who can say it 
was in a state of real safety when the Sa- 
viour threatened to spue it out of his 

: « When a 
Y from his 
ih iniquity, 
quity which 
Here death, 
1 as a penal- 
. die in their 
cannot be 
s a penally 
y from their 
righteousness and die m thdr sms. So 
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in Ezek. xxxiii, 18 : " When the righteous 
tometli from his righteoiisness, and com- 
mitteth miquity, he shall even die there- 
by." Now, even if the death threatened 
in the last text were admitted to be tem- 
poral death, still the offender would b^ 
involved in eternal death unless it could 
be shown that he repented while suffering 
the penalty of his sins. Finally, hear the 
words o£ Christ, John xv, 6: "If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a 
branch, and is withered ; and men gather 
them, and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned.'* How imminent is the 
danger, then, of departing from Ohrist I 
We are left without nutriment, without 
strength, and exposed to unquenchable 
fire. 



^^^' 



Digitized by Google 



100 AUrmOTE TO BACKSLromG. 



CHAPTEE IX. 

DANGhEB OF APOSTASY SHOWN BT SOBIFrURB 
EXAMPLES. 

A CASE is given 1 Cor. x, 1, &c., which 
the apostle uses for the express purpose 
of guarding his brethren: — ^^ Moreover, 
brethren, I would not that ye should be 
ignorant, hifw tibat all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea ; and were all baptized unto Moses, 
in the cloud and in the sea ; and did aH 
eat the same spiritual meat, and did all 
drink the same spiritual drink; for they 
drank of that spilStual rock that followed 
id that rock was Christ. But 
ay of them God was not well 
for they were overthrown in the 
IS. Now these were our exam- 
he intent we should not lust after 
p as they also lusted. And they 
are written for our admonition, upon 
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whom the ends of the world are come.'' 
^^ Wbeirefore, let him that thinketh he 
Btondeth, take heed lest he &iL" Was 
not the case of these Israelites one of 
total apostasy! What more coxQd be ne- 
cessary to constitate a complete example ? 
They ate the same spiritual meat, diey 
drank &e smne spirituai drink ; for they 
drank of that y>iritttal rock that followed 
them, and that rock was Ghrigt. It fol- 
lows of course that they were made par- 
takers of Christ in a spiritual sense : but 
God became so displeased with them that 
he destroyed three and twenty thousand 
of them in one day. And these were de- 
stroyed for their sins, and in their sins. 
How then can any one believe they died 
safe? This example is given to awaken 
concern and inspire caution among the 
saints at Corinth, and especially to dissi- 
pate the delusive dream that there was no 
danger, lliis appears in the apostle's 
moving application : " Wherefore, kt itm 
that thinketh he standeth take heo4 l^s| 
he fall." The apostle was not l^qrjng 
to prevent aposta^ from a mei^e profes- 
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sion of religion, where nothing vital had 
been experienced. He looked upon his 
Corinthian brethren as genuine conyerts, 
and desired to save them, not from an ap- 
parent, but from a real fall. Indeed, if 
they had been Christians in wppecmmce 
only, the sooner they were immasked and 
stood out in their real character the bet- 
ter. The entire lesson, and the manner 
of applying it, bespeak an earnest effort 
to save real Christians from that careless- 
ness which is the precursor of a fall. 
Nothing in the whole affair furnishes any 
indication that the apostle thought his 
brethren self-deceived or hypocritical. 
Both the history and its application fur- 
nish indisputable evidence of the danger 
of total apostasy. 

Let us next notice a case given by the 
Saviour, Luke xi, 24r-26 : " When «be un- 
clean spirit is gone out of a man, he walk- 
eth through dry places, seeking rest; and 
finlin^, none, he saith, I will return unto 
my house whence I came out. And when 
he Cometh, he findeth it swept and gar- 
ffished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him 



Digitized by Google 



DANGBB OF APOSTASY. 108 

seven other spirits more wicked than him- 
self; and they enter in, and dwell there: 
and the last state of tiiat man is worse 
than the first." This is a plain case of 
apostasy. The individual was really con- 
verted ; for the devil never volunteers to 
forsake a human heart He remains till 
forced to leave by divine influence. But 
this soul, though delivered from its vile 
occupant, did not seek to have the vacated 
temple duly occupied with celestial ten- 
ants ; and when the ejected, weary spirit 
returned, finding his former home swept 
and garnished, or religion degenerated 
into a splendid form, he took to him seven 
other spirits more wicked tiian himself — ^a 
vast increase in number and strength, to 
make his habitation secure — and they en- 
tered in and dwelt there. The soul had 
become too careless about spiritual ad- 
vancement, and too solicitous for self-in- 
dulgence and fame, to see or care when 
the arch-deceivor should reenter. Satan 
found a ready way of entrance. The very 
door seemed open for his reception. Ease, 
s|oth, and carnal indulgence, actually in- 
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Tited his return. The entire brotherhood 
of eight devils take possessioii' of the mi- 
faiqTpy sonl, and the last state of that, man 
is wone than the first. He was a sinner, 
exposed to h^, before the nncleasi spirit 
was driyen out ; bnt now he is eight-fold 
more Tile, and liable to ^^ nmdi sorer -poat- 
ishmenty" eren the miseries of a bade- 
slider^ bdl. 'H.&re he is left : the history 
gives no istisnation of any subsequent re- 
lease, but hands him over to us as a sad 
example of total and final apostasy. 

See, abo^ the example given in 3 Pet. ii, 
15, <Sbe.: ^' Which have forsaken the right 
way, and are gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam, the son of Bosor, (Beor,) 
who loved the wages of unri^teousness." 
The seventeenth verse eontinues die hi^ 
tory, ^^ These are wells without water, 
elouds that are carried with a tempest ; to 
whom the mia^ of darkness is res^ved 
forever.'' These persons had once enjoy- 
ed pure and undefiled religion, for they 
had been in ^^ the right way," otherwise 
they could not have fMsaken it They 
had ^^ escaped the pollutions of the world ;" 
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not by mere ontward profession, of te- 
fonnation of manners, but "through thd 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Cairist." Hence they had experienced what 
entitled them to eternal life according 
to the declaration of Christ liimBelf, John 
xvii, 3 : " And this is life eternal, that 
they might know thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hasi sent." 
They had "known Jesus Christ" by Ikith, 
had known hini^experimentrily, had been 
in "the right way," "the way that lead- 
eth unto life." But they had ft>rsaken 
that way. They had forsaken it finally. 
They never returned ; because it is said, 
" Unto them is reserved the rafet of dark- 
ness forever." Peter also says of them, 
'*It had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than 
after they have known it, to turn from 
the holy commandment delivered unto 
them." Consequently he must be speak- 
ing of final apostates : otherwise the decla- 
ration would not be true; for, however 
far one may stray after conversion, if he 
ever returns, it is better for him than 
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"w>t to have known the way of righteous- 
ness." But suppose the cases given by 
the apostle were not cases of real conver- 
sion — ^that the persons were hypocritical 
or self-deceived, and so never really fell 
away ; or, Pappose he merely vmagmed 
cases of apostasy, though such a thing 
could never take place ; what profit 
could all this be to those whom he ad- 
dressed? He was writing to those who 
had "obtained like precious faith" with 
himself; and if these could not perish by 
apostasy, why does he ransack even the 
regions of impossibility to conjure up to 
their fancy some terrible result that could 
never be realized? Was this necessary 
to scare them into obedience, when even 
their disobedience could not peril their 
salvation ? Would not this be worse than 
wasting his time ? The conclusion is un- 
avoidable: he saw their dcmger^ and gave 
these examples of apostasy as solemn 
warnings against "turning from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them." 
But he concludes with the impressive 
declaration : " It is happened unto them 
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according to the trae proverb, The €k)g 
is tamed to his own yomit again, and the 
sow that was washed to her wallowing in 
the mire." And this is supposed by some 
to settle the question that he gave the 
case of such as had only be^i outwardly 
reformed. It is sidd, ^^The washing was 
only external, and the candidate was never 
anything but a sinner." Well, what is any 
unconverted man but an unwashed sinner? 
And what is a converted man but a wash- 
ed sinner? "Such were some of you," 
said an apostle ; " but ye are washed, ye 
are sanctified." Is not conversion "the 
washing of regeneration?" "Nay, but it 
was a swine, not a sheep." Fray is a 
sheep the only creature used to represent 
a real Christian? "Branches of a vme^ 
branches of an olive-tree, virgins, wheat, 
gold, silver, and precious stones," are all 
used to represent real Christians. But a 
washed swine is just as fit an emblem of 
a purified sinner as anything else; and 
because a backslider is a Christian pol- 
luted again, the return of a washed swine 
to its wallowing in the mire is a fit repre- 
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gentation of his strange, tmreasoiaable re- 
turn to his sins. But does the other meta- 
phor represent an outward reformation 
only ? " The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again/' Does not Ais represent a 
person who was once sick oi his sins ; and 
that tiiey became so offensive to him that 
they were cast forth! that he abhorred 
sin, and could not endure it ? Surely the 
dog that is turned to his own voinit, is 
like the vile backslider who has turned to 
feast again on the sins which were once 
too oflfensive for him to bear. This, then, 
is another startling proof of the danger of 
apostasy. 

See another example recorded 1 Tim. i, 
18-20 : " This charge I commit xmto thee, 
son Timothy, according to the prophecies 
which went before on thee, that thou by 
them mightest war a good warfare ; hold-^ 
ing faith and a good conscience ; which 
some having put away, coi^ceming faith 
have made shipwreck : of whom is Hy- 
meneus and Alexander." Here are two 
persons named, who had made shipwreck 
of faith — a faith that was genuine and 
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saving; for it was jnst flnch a faitti as 
Timothy was exhorted to hold fiust. Be- 
sides, if it ha4 been a spurious faith there 
was no harm in making Aipwreck of it : 
the sooner this was done the better. But 
these had also put away a " good con- 
science." It is plain, therefore, that put- 
ting away a good conscience, and making 
shipwreck of faith, must exterminate all 
religion from the heart. If it is impossi- 
ble to please God without faith, how can 
any one retain religion when lie has made 
shipwreck of it ? Here is another case of 
apostasy, given expressly as a warning to 
Timothy that he might not lose the faith 
he had received. Those who are pre- 
served unto eternal life, are "kept through 
faith f but if faith is wrecked and lost, it 
can no longer stay the soul on the power 
of Gtod for its preservation. The conclu- 
sion to be drawn from all these examples 
is inevitable : there is a fearful possibility 
and danger of apostasy. This was the 
sole idea kept before the mind by the in- 
spired writers who used them. They had 
no design to awaken needless fear by 
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OYerdrawn pictures, nor to make a false 
impression on the minds of their brethren 
touching the moral agency ^and responsi* 
bility of real Christians. They knew they 
were yet on probationary ground, and had 
need of faithful and impressive warnings. 
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OHAPTEE X. 

FUBTHEB PROOFS OF DANGER OF APOSTASY, 

DRAWN FROM THE OIROUMSTAKOBS AND 

OHARAOTEB OF CHRISTIANS. 

First, there is great weakness and in- 
firmity of the flesh ; much derangement 
and irregularity of the appetites and pro- 
pensities of our animal nature. We are 
pressed by a thousand addresses to our 
senses. The taste is eager for indulgence 
in food and drink of such qualities and 
quantities as tend to impair the physical 
frame, and clog and becloud our mental 
operations. Sometimes thought is wholly 
dormant, or exceedingly sluggish and dull ; 
consequently, if appetite be not sternly 
guarded, we have but an indistinct per- 
ception of the trooping solicitations which 
address the imagination, the affections, 
and the sensibilities. Hence there is per- 
petual danger of being misled. The dull- 
ness and darkness of mind, produced by 



Digitized by Google 



113 ABITDOTB TO BACK8LEDBK>. 

this single excess of indulgence, which 
was the result of but slight inattention, 
may leave us liable to countless decep- 
tions and improprieties. Imagination 
maj cany us into forbidden regiqi^s be- 
fore we pereeive the direction of it^ flight 
The grasping affections may seize unwor- 
thy objects before we have learned, their 
true diaraeter. The sensibilitteB may be- 
come intensified, and overact Another 
consequence of this same irregularity may 
be oppressive disease and innumerable 
pains of body. These will operate as 
powerful temptations to impatience and 
murmuring. Add to tbese the endless 
varieties of show that meet and fiELScinate 
the eye in a world of sinful display ; the 
nameless sounds that fall on the ear — 
whether significant of wrath, merriment, 
vulgarity or pro&ofty^ sM behind what a 
field is op^!ied that is thick wath instru- 
ments of entanglement and ruin to every 
hapless pilgrim who is not over on the 
alert to watch the ^{»oach- $f danger* 
How imperious tiie necessity fiof keeping 
under the body, and bringing- it into sub- 
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jection, lest W0 should become cast- 
aways. 

Mother sotu^e of danger is found in 
the carnal mind, which constantly seeks 
indulgence till exterminated from the 
heart. Every CSiristian must haye in- 
ward war till h^'is cleansed from all xm- 
righteousness. Pride, impatience, covet- 
ousuess, revenge, i^l'* plead {or life, and 
struggle for the mastery. Hey do not 
always signify their attitude of war by 
waving their colors ; far more frequently 
they lie in ambush, and gain their victory 
by stealth. How natural to think we 
have reason to be impatient when our 
plans are thwarted, especialiy o«r enter- 
prises of patriotism and benevolence; and 
most emphatically so, when ihey are 
thwarted by wicked men. How easily 
we 'persuade ourselves that we have a 
right to be angry with our enemies and 
persecutors, and how difficult to dissuade 
ourselves from taking the administration 
of "wrath" into our own hands. How 
slyly does pride insinuate itself into our 
consciousness of talents, learning, or 
8 
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wealth. How readily we reckon on our 
commanding address, our position and 
influence. So numerous are the chan- 
nels of the efumal mind^ and so subtle 
are its workings, that a keen and watch- 
ful eye must be incessantly employed to 
guard our spiritual int^ests. K, in addi- 
tion to ceaseless watchfulness over our 
fallen nature, and an inflexible restraint 
upon its motions for indulgence, we re- 
serve on its extermination, then its out- 
cries ioT life are loud^ and terrific. 80 
stormy and dreadful does the scene be- 
come, that every Christian is in dfuiger 
of faltering if, his purpose, and filling 
back to the indulgence oi f((»rbidden and 
ruinous desires. 

But our outward circumstances consti- 
tute another point of daoger. We live in 
a wicked world — a wcwrld at war with 
truth and righteousness. If .we take our 
position according to the will oi God, re- 
noimeing honor, wealth, and show ; ^' deny- 
ing ourselves of all ungodliness and world- 
ly lusts," living sober, righteous, and god- 
ly lives ; if we do not suffer sin upon our 
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neighbor, but in any wise reprove him, 
onr attitude among our fellows will be 
that of belligerents — ^we shall be hated of 
all men for Christ's sake. We cannot 
please Gtod and please the world at the 
same time. The friendship of our neigh- 
bors will be forfeited by fidthful reproof, 
and the tongue of slander will be put in 
motion. What a dread we shall have of 
stirring up wrath 1 What fear of meeting 
taunts and ridicule ! How sorely will 
men worry our patience ! How bitterly 
will ihej condemn our zeal ! How sneer- 
ingly they will treat our lowliness, our 
humility! The world will assail us on 
evOTy side. They will flatter our pride, 
they will trench upon our honesty, they 
will abuse our liberality, and pervert our 
veracity. Political demagogues will la- 
bor to enflame us with party zeal, wits 
will ply our mirthfulness, drapers our 
fancy, and confectioners our appetites. 
A r^ess sea of spirits is tossing on every 
side. The whole world is in motion. 
The terrible eddy of whirling influences 
will be sure to find us in every nook of 
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retirement. The foaming cataract of a 
world rushing for improvement, will hard- 
ly give us a moment of calm reflective 
thought on its furious current. 

Enterprises of sudden gain present their 
dazzling fronts with all the witchery of a 
terrestrial Eden. Towering mountains of 
fame, cloud-capt with the fascinations of 
honor, loom up to enchant our vision, and 
hurry our slippery feet to their dizzy sum- 
mits. Snares of almost invisible thread 
are thrown along our way in countless 
numbers, to entangle our untutored feet. 
"We inhale a spiritual atmosphere so sur- 
charged with the poison of error that 
every breath needs to be drawn through 
the screen of revelation, to escape the 
deadly miasma. Alas for our safety if 
we risk a moment's slumber on this en- 
chanted ground. So far are we from be- 
ing infallibly secure in our religious state, 
that we travel through the midst of perils 
where enemies throng us on every side. 

And yet another consideration crowds 
itself upon us to heighten our concern 
and awaken our vigilance. An infernal 
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agent, " more subtle than any beast of the 
field," wields all these instruments of ruin 
with a dexterity unequaled by any but 
abused and long-practiced angelic powers. 
How indispensable the clearest light of 
the Spirit, through the word, that we may 
" not be ignorant of his devices." What 
invincible hate stimulates his voracious 
maw to frightful greediness for his prey, 
while he is " seeking whom he may de- 
vour !" How vengefuUy he prowls along 
every path, and waits with envenomed 
fangs, to seize each straggler from the 
way ! Who, that does not take to him- 
self " the whole armor of God," can ex- 
pect to stand unharmed amid the death- 
shots of his fiery arrows ? What burning 
thoughts come arrow-like to the minds of 
all who veifture to desert his ranks? Who, 
that waves his shield of faith from the 
point of attack but for a moment, can 
hope to escape these scorching arrows 
that fiy incessantly from the fiaming 
quiver of this deadly foe? How readily 
he perches our fancy on the mount of 
prospect, and throws the enchanting glories 
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of wide creation into one bewitching per- 
spective, and for a single act of homage 
to his illustrious majesty, pledges his lying 
yeraciiy for the gift of the whole ! Well 
may we be exhorted to "be sober and 
vigilant." No hallucinations of thought 
are safe. All our powers need to be kept 
momentarily in perfect balance. There 
can be no loose swinging here; no cord 
of feeling left unstrung without peril. 
We must be summoned to utmost vigi- 
lance, and watch every point of danger 
with a sleepless eye. So malicious is this 
sentenced culprit, so sagacious and far-see- 
ing, so subtle and countless in his modes 
of attack, and so rapid in his transitions 
from one to another, that no slumber can 
be indulged without peril. How multi- 
plied are the points of exposure to every 
child of Gtod. A body of languor, weak- 
ness and pain ; an enfeebled intellect, 
trammeled a thousand, ways and reaching 
its conclusions by slow and difficult steps; 
a strange lack of equilibrium prevailing 
among the mental and moral powers; 
conscience impaired and perverted ; the 
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heart prone to backsliding; the world 
swarming with allurements; fallen angels 
darkening the air and following every 
child of grace with tireless step. Who 
can look on all these sober reahties and 
think himself ont of danger? And yet 
these are but the echoes of the word of 
God. Its cautions, warnings, and threat- 
enings, all speak the same language. O 
hear them once more : " Beware lest any 
man spoil you Ihrou^ philosophy and 
vain deceit;" "Take heed lest there be 
in any of you an evil heart of imbelief in 
departing from the Kving God;" "Be 
sober, be vigilant, because your adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about se^ng whom he may devour;" 
"Exhort one another daily, while it is 
called to-day, lest any of you be hardened 
throng the deceitftdness of sin;" "Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked, whatso- 
ever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap ;" " Be watchful and strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to 
die : if thou shalt not watch, I will come 
on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not 
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know what hour I will come upon thee ;** 
** Let ns therefore fear, lest a promise be- 
ing left US of entering into his rest, any 
of you should seem to come short of it ;" 
"Be not high-minded, but fear: for if 
God spared not the natural branches take 
heed lest he also spare not thee;" "Be- 
hold, therefore, the goodness and severity 
of God : on them which fell severity, but 
toward thee goodness, if thou continue in 
his goodness ;' otherwise thou also shalt be 
cut off;" "Watch and pray lest ye ent^ 
into temptation." How faithfdlly and 
frequently does the word of God apprise 
us of danger 1 What touching appeals 
are made to interest, to reason, to con- 
science! How scathing the rebukes to 
backsliders I What notes of terror are 
rung nxpoD, their fears, to scatter their 
slumbers and arouse them to activity t 
Every method is used which Heaven 
could devise, to inspire us with caution 
and notify us of danger. 
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CHAPTEK XI. 

WARNINGS AGAINST APOSTASY. 

Haying shown from reason and Scripture, 
that there is not only a possibility, but 
also an imminent danger of total apostasy, 
we now proceed to urge some sober cau- 
tions against falling away. As we have 
seen that the point of greatest security 
was at the highest state of grace, when 
the light of truth shone with meridian 
brightness, and all the graces of the Spirit 
were most vigorous, it will be seen as a 
matter of course that our danger is per- 
petually increasing as we diminish the 
strength of these graces. We shall have 
less power and less inclination to discharge 
duties, as the energy of the new man de- 
clines, and the carnal mind revives. Then 
another evil will necessarily follow this; 
we shall not as readily and clearly per- 
ceive what is duty and what is sin. An 
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increasing darkness will settle down on 
the soul as we grieve the Spirit more and 
more, and cause its light to be withdrawn. 
How important then, that we avoid the 
slightest departure from entire devotion. 
The grand deception by which thousands 
are misled is, that thej think there is no 
special harm in occasionally neglecting 
some duty which appears to them of 
minor importance. But when this step 
is taken, a second neglect is altogether 
more likely to occur, as its apparent sin- 
fulness will be diminished by being view- 
ed in a faded light, and the resisting 
power will be lessened by a partial with- 
drawment of that divine influence on 
which it depended. This will readily be 
perceived by any one who will watch the 
progress of religious decline. It is like- 
wise a law of our moral nature that con- 
science is most vigorous to restrain us 
from sin and urge us to dtity, when it is 
under the strongest light and influence of 
grace. Consequently it is our highest in- 
terest to keep it steadily and ftiUy under 
this light, that we may share the largest 
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amount of its restraining and impnisive 
power. Unless this is done we shall real- 
ize increasing inroads upon onr strength 
and safety. For, from this very law of 
our conscience we shall find that as we 
slight its admonitions, its perceiving and 
controlling power will be weakened, and 
that a point may be ultimately reached 
where its voice will be hushed to silence 
— it will be " seared with a hot iron.*' 

Another mischief will now begin to 
operate. We shall find that we have not 
only lost the power of conscience to urge 
us to the oft-neglected duty, but we shall 
be likely soon to conclude that the thing 
has ceased to be a duty from the very cir- 
cumstance that we cease to be condemned 
for the neglect The next step will be, 
that of false reasoning. We have been 
accustomed to argue duty from the. voice 
of conscience ; and this was true till con- 
science became impaired; but the method 
of reaching the conclusion will still be the 
same, and so reason itself will be pervert- 
ed. Another stone of stumbling will be 
the perversion of the sacred word. A 
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mode of construction will be adopted, 
which will make the Bible harmonize 
with our vitiated conscience and our per- 
verted reason; and then, when reason 
^nd revelation are subjugated to the voice 
of an "evil conscience," they will lose 
their power to urge us to the neglected 
duty. This accounts for the numerous 
cases where the truth falls powerless on 
those who once were quick to feel its ut- 
most force. They had determined to con- 
strue the word in agreement with their 
conscience and practice, and to accom- 
plish this they were compelled to seek 
and adopt an accommodated sense, a 
sense which nearly frittered away the 
broad significancy of the divine claim. 
Perhaps they have eased themselves of 
all concern about family or public prayer, 
and have lost sight of the sanctity of the 
holy Sabbath. They soon discover no 
harm in jesting and merriment — ^in novel- 
reading and party-going. They no longer 
hesitate to take advantage of the igno- 
rance or necessity of their neighbor in 
matters of bargain and sale, and in dis- 
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• 

posing of property can easily magnify 
excellences and conceal defects. They 
have now no eye to see the evil of squan- 
dering their Lord's money in decorating 
their persons "with broidered hair, and 
gold, and pearls, and costly array," even 
to the neglect of feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, and relieving the op- 
pressed. That lively compassion which 
they once felt for souls has died away, 
and sinners pass by them down to de- 
struction, unwept and unwarned. Their 
"eyes are too heavy," and "their ears too 
dull of hearing" to apprehend any dan- 
ger in their own path, even though their 
condition has become matter of alarm and 
painful anxiety to all Christians and min- 
isters who have eyes to see and hearts to 
feel. Now look at another fact in this 
gloomy picture. The torpor of conscience 
and sluggishness of spirit of which we 
have been speaking, are &st settling into 
an inveterate habit, which will ultimately 
become all-controlling and irresistible. 
Every person of experience knows the 
extreme difficulty of breaking up con- 
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finned habits of any kind. Incessant 
watchfulness and unbending determina- 
tion are both requisite to turn the mind 
away from its accustomed mode of action. 
What is the language which this speaks 
to those who are commencing a decline ? 
Does it utter the least encouragement to 
any neglecter of duty ? Does it not rather 
say most emphatically: '^ Beware how the 
least duty is neglected, or the first step 
taken, of a departure from God." Every 
species of n^ect will bring its corre- 
sponding darkness and feebleness; and 
long-continued neglect will fix a sullen- 
ness of habit which fioods of tears cannot 
melt away, and which will exert a wither- 
ing and blighting influence on the deter- 
mining power. Resolutions to return to 
the path of duty will be made with less 
and less confidence of success, and the 
mind will increasingly falter at the point 
of resolve, till it finally settles down into 
utter irresoluteness, and all hope of re- 
covery is blasted forever. This is no fic- 
tion, no overdrawn picture. Nor is it a 
mere problematic theory. It has been 
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matter of painful experience to thousands, 
and is corroborated by some of the most 
alarming expressions of the divine record. 
Instance the one in Isaiah i, 6 : " Why 
should ye be stricken any more ? ye will 
rcTolt more and more." Also that in 
Ezek. iii, 7 : " But the house of Israel will 
not hearken unto thee ; for they will not 
hearken unto me." Hence there is no 
security but by walking in the light 
Any rejection, or even neglect of it is 
dangerous. The impressive direction of 
Christ was, "Walk while ye have the 
light, lest darkness come upon you: for he 
that walketh in darkness knoweth not 
whither he goeth." John xii, 36. Let 
every one heed the warning. According 
to Heaven's righteous law, abused light 
will be withdrawn: "From him that hath 
not" [by improvement] "shall be taken 
away even that which he hatli." 

Let every soul that is tempted to neg- 
lect duty, be alarmed at the thought of 
compliance. That which whispers, "It 
will be easy to return," is a lying decep- 
tion. Backsliding is a down-hill road, and 
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every st^p of reforraation must be hard 
wp-MIl, It requires no effort to descend — 
it is only to cease acting. But ascending 
calls for hard struggling and unbending 
determination ; and too few among back- 
sliders have any heart for such a work. 
Then take heed not to commence the 
perilous work of apostasy. Banish the 
first thought of being "at ease in Zion." 
If you would not ultimately fall, you 
must be strung up to activity. "What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might." Hasten to every duty with 
a ready step. Do not parly a moment. 
Satan will bewilder you. Passion will 
soon be reached and struck into flame. 
Seize the cross, and cast the world, the 
flesh and Satan, behind. Give no ear to 
the voice which invites you to wealth by 
promising you ease and happiness. Rich- 
es will bring care and perplexity. "They 
that will be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and hurtftil 
lusts which drown men in destruction and 
perdition." 1 Tim. vi, 9. Wealth can- 
not fail to furnish food for pride and am- 
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bitlon. Facilities for display bsoA irorldly 
promotion are now at hand. The monnt 
of fame will lift its gilded snnunit to your 
eager vimon, and the enchanting prospect 
will ufge to a compliance with the temp- 
tation, by a force almost irresistibla. But 
turn your eye (rom this scene, and think 
of your Mast^. Think of his condescen- 
sion, hk humiliation: &at, ^^thongh be 
was rich, yet for our sakes he became 
poor, that we through his poverty might 
be riA.'' Not ooly the ^'gdld and silver" 
of our little world, and " the cattle upon 
a thooaand hiUs, are his,'' but the im- 
mense treasures of the univ^fse are all his 
own* Yet he not only volunteered to 
leave his rich abode and become a man 
of poverty and sorrows, he freely gave up 
even himself his l^e for us. Think of 
him ; and if earthly treasures have fallen 
into your hands, go expend them upon 
the suffering poor. Go, wipe tiie tear 
from the cheek of the heart-stricken 
widow. Wrap the shivering orphan in a 
garment that will shield him from the 
wmtgj 0oUL <Glo satiate the himger of 

9 
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those that are ready to perish, and God 
will feed yon with the bread of heaven. 
Then do not hasten to be rich, lest your 
heart should be overcharged with surfeit- 
ing. "Choose rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of Gbd, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season." " Lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily 
besets you, and run with patience the race 
that is set before you." " Lock diligently, 
lest any root of bitterness springing up 
trouble you, and you thereby become de- 
filed." "Fight the good fight of fiaith; 
lay hold on eternal life." "Forget the 
things that are behind," and "press to- 
ward the mark for the prize." Oast 
down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God, and bring into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of CSiriist See 
that no man take your crown. Look at 
the examples of backsliding that meet 
your eye in every community, and be- 
ware. We speak not of the possible cases 
of self-deception, when grace never mel- 
lowed and molded the heart : there are 
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thousands of others : such as have had 
deep and thorough repentance; such as 
have exercised living faith, a faith which 
has saved them from the guilt and domin- 
ion of sin. They were made new creatures, 
so as to hate sin and love holiness. But 
where are they now? Multitudes of them 
are buried up in wealth. They have 
fallen in love with this present world, and 
are now bowing at the shrine of mam- 
mon. "The deceitfulness of riches and 
the lust of other things have choked the 
word," and "the god of this world hath 
blinded their minds," so that they stum- 
ble upon the dark mountains of sin, and 
know not the things which belong to their 
peace. They once had a family altar; 
they loved it, and found time to pray. 
But that altar is now prostrate, and they 
have an utter aversion to prayer. Their 
children witness the sad change with con- 
cern, and often lament the desolations 
of domestic comfort. Once the parents 
wept over thoughtless sinners, and pursued 
them with flaming exhortations ; but now 
they make merry with the tears and wam- 
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ings of otfiers. They are hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin. When they first 
yielded to temptation they did not even 
dream they would ever occupy their pres- 
ent position; but by slow and certain 
steps they have become callous to truth 
and divine influence, and are now capable 
of obstinate, willful, and persevering resist- 
ance. They even work wickedness with 
greediness, and are twofold m<^e the chil- 
dren of hell than bef(»'e. 

And such cases are not few and far be- 
tween. Almost every neighborhood feels 
their blighting influence. They are as 
icebergs in every revival where they are 
found. Their breath is a moral pesti- 
lence spreading the miasma of death 
among all unwary souls that come in their 
way. They are the devil's invincibles, 
occupying the boldest front of his fiercest 
onsets upon the kingdom of grace. Being 
deserters from the ranks of Zion, they have 
become the most sagacious spies of the 
enemy. 

Who, then, will presume to say that a 
Christian cannot fall away? What sol- 
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dier that stumbles npon the bones of the 
slain at every step can be persuaded there 
Is no enemy in the field } And where in 
Christendom are the slain not to be found? 
Our very knd is almost one vast spiritual 
GolgotlMi, one yawning sepulcher. 

And all thia wide-^read ruin exists, 
notwithstanding the profusion of Bibtes 
that unfold their pages of warning to 
every reading eye. It exists notwith- 
standing the pungent sermons, the ear- 
nest prayers and compassionate warnings 
that have been interposed to arrest the 
havoc of the great destroyer. 

What madness, then, to say that no real 
Christian can so sin as to be lost for- 
ever. Could ApoUyon himself invent 
an opiate which would more certainly lull 
to sleep the hapless victims of his rapaci- 
ty ? So fatal is the slumber induced, that 
they have no eyes to see the slaughtered 
millions that lie heaped on every side. 
They are unstartled by the mightiest 
thunders of warning that come pealing 
from the vast magazine of divine truth, 
and unaroused by the shrieks a^d groans 
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of the dying that echo over the battle- 
field, and rend the moral heavens. But 
what a state of things is this, to be 
found in a world of probation that looks 
forward to a period of stern and unalter- 
able retribution! How vastly all these 
circumstances increase the peril of every 
child of God! The heart is naturally 
averse to crosses, and strangely prone to 
sluggishness. How readily, then, will it 
close in with the announcement of safety, 
and how gladly will it listen to every spe- 
cious argument which is calculated to dis- 
pel the apprehension of danger! Thus 
the mischief goes on, and the dream of 
security is but the harbinger of a more 
certain and fearful ruin, as it keeps the 
soul shut up in a sleepy blindness to the 
hastening woe. 

In every direction we see perils besetting 
the Christianas path. The world allures 
with wealth, honor, beauty, pleasure ; win- 
ners flatter, frown, sneer, abuse, vex «id 
torment; the flesh reels, shrinks, halts, 
and swoons ; remaining depravity writhes 
ptruggles, and begs for life; Satan roa|B 
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and shoots his fiery aiTOws. We are beset 
on every side — no portion of our nature is 
left unassailed. Our appetite for food, 
drink, ease, pleasure, becomes a source of 
temptation ; our intellect is rallied, to be- 
numb, bewilder or misguide; our affec- 
tions are solicited, to alienate, degrade, or 
unbalance ; our corruption is reached, to 
perpetuate, irritate and increase. Every- 
thing is made to try us ; friends, enemies^ 
health, sickness, wealth, poverty, winter, 
summer, storm, calm, ease and toil,- pain 
and pleasure: all are employed by our 
common foe to turn our feet aside from 
the path of life. No spot on earth, no po- 
sition in life, no moment in time, is a re- 
treat from danger. Of those in heaven 
and those only is it said, '^ He t&it is holy 
shall be holy still." 

Be warned, then, whoever thou art that 
would gain the kingdom of heaven, that 
there is no time for slumbering here ; no, 
not a moment that can be spent in list- 
lessness without opening a channel for 
mischief to come in. Who ever teew 
himself upon the pillow of ease for m 
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honr wit^ont realizing a decline of Ugfat^ 
or lore, or vigof? Who has kept appe- 
tite controlled withont effort t Whose 
anger was ever smotho^ into qnietaeai 
amid abnse and insnlt tdthout soxo^ sig- 
nal war npon its bnnsting flame } Whose 
pride ever kept a sweet iiepose amid flat- 
tery and ikme? Whose thoughts hare 
floated nnMdden and nnvaried in the re- 
gions g( untainted pnritj? Are there no 
"foolish imaginations" to be repelled — m> 
"evil stmnisings/' "jealousies/' "emnla- 
tions," or "envyings," that ask indnlgenoet 
Every Christian knows what answers 
mtffit be given to these interrogatories^ and 
he knows equally well that it ib unsafe to 
give himself up a single moment to the 
dreadful current that threatens the very 
existence of his spiritual life. He knows 
that evety step he takes away from €k)d 
weakens his moral forces, and tiirows «a 
additicHoal barrier in the way of his return. 
Everything in Ihe economy of grace, the 
word of revelation, ^id the nature of moral 
ageMgr, admonishes him that he must 
keep up a p^etual strife if he is saved. 

■ *** - 
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He has learned fall well that he can 
neither enter the strait gate, nor keep 
the narrow way without it. He knows 
he mnst "wrestle/' not "against flesh 
and blood" only, bnt "against principali- 
ties, against powers, against spiritual 
wickedness in high piaees.'' If he looks 
into history, this teaches him the same 
lesson; many that "did run well" were 
afterward hindered, and so hindered as to 
sink in hopeless discouragement. If he 
watches the transitions of CSiurches, from 
a state of simplicity, faith, love and power, 
to that of sickly formalism and gorgeous 
ceremonials, he is taught in unmistakable 
language that grace can be forfeited, even 
the highest d^rees of it. 

What a spiritual glory beamed out from 
the Church in the days of the Reforma- 
tion 1 With what power did Huss, Knox, 
and Luther preach! But where was that 
glory when Wesley and Whitefield arose? 
It was so departed that scarce anybody 
seemed to know anything of salvation by 
faith. The very homilies and prayers of 
the English Oburch were uttered both by 
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clergy and laity without any just sense of 
their import They spoke of a spiritual 
religion — ^a religion of faith and love ; 
but where was it found? So deeply 
buried was the doctrine of justification 
by faith, that the honest and inquisitive 
Wesley had to search and pray a long 
time before he understood it If grace 
cannot be lost, how is it that these sad 
reverses have come over the Churches? 
Is there no voice of warning in all this? 
Cannot the same thing be acted over 
again? Will not the same causes pro- 
duce similar effects ? I3 there less to al- 
lure men from Gk>d now than in other 
ages? Are there not as many facilities 
for wealth, pleasure, carnal indulgence? 
Do not ministers still find it necessary to 
"lift up their voice like a trumpet, and 
show the house of Israel their sins?" 
Alasl the great trouble is to keep the 
Church from apostasy. So far is it from 
being even difficult to backslide that the 
great difficulty is the other way. Warn- 
ings must be repeated, cautions must be 
given, the means of grace must be used, 
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the house of prayer must be visited, secret 
devotion must be maintained, the dying 
of the Lord Jesus must be commemorated, 
the Bible must be searched, self must be 
denied, a single eye must be preserved, 
and we must be "running the race," 
" pressing toward the mark," or our light 
will grow dim, our love will grow cold, 
and the floods of pride, worldliness, and 
evil desire will come in. Let no man lis- 
ten to the fascinating note that all is safe 
when the heart is renewed. We may 
stand fast if we use "all diligence to 
make our calling and election sure;" but 
if we will not watch, Gbtist will come on 
us as a thief; if we become lukewarm, 
and remain so, he will spue us out of 
his mouth. How critical, then, is our 
condition! How easy to become blind- 
ed by the god of this world I How easy 
to lose the spirit of prayer, to become 
weary in well-doing, to indulge an evil 
heart of unbelief, to violate and forfeit a 
good conscience, to turn away from the 
holy commandment delivered unto us, 
and make shipwreck of faith. 
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OHAPTEE Xn. 

BALTTTABY OAUnONB AND BEaiEI»ES. 

Take heed how you lower the standard 
of rdigion in the least degree. The 
measure of piety around you may be 
vastly deficient. The Word of God is the 
only correct standard of religious faith 
and practice. This must have supreme 
authority over every Christian. Though 
it marks out a narrow way to heaven — 
a way of crosses and trials — ^yet all these 
are to be borne if we would have spirit- 
ual prosperity, and make our escape to 
heaven. The unsanctified heart clamors 
loudly for some abatement of the Divine 
cldm, some release from the strictness of 
self-denial and unreserved devotion to the 
cause oif God. The young convert will 
be powerfully tempted that im easier path 
may be found than that of utterly renounc- 
ing the friendship of l^e worlds together 
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with all conformity to its spirit and max- 
ims. Such texts as require him to " for- 
sake father and mother" for Christ's sake; 
to "pluck out the right eye," and "cut off 
the right hand," sooner than offend ; to 
" crucify the flesh with tiie affections and 
lusts," and consent to be "hated of all 
men," for Christ's sake, will wear so stem 
an aspect, and come so severely in contact 
with every desire of the carnal heart, that 
he will be strongly tempted to soften their 
import aaid restrict their meaning. But 
let him take heed how he pampers the 
flesh or nurtures the carnal mind, if he 
would ever realize the extermination of 
sin, or be saved from apostasy. The first 
indulgence will check the work of grace, 
and from that moment a spiritual decline 
commences. There must be no modifica- 
tion of the Sacred "Word to suit our conve- 
nience, or to meet the corrupt standards 
of men. God means all he saya; and he 
that " takes from the words of the book 
of this prophecy," challenges its author to 
" take away his part out of the book of 
life." Let us look these text9 full in t^ 
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&ce, and so ponder them in our hearts as 
to discover all their depth, and height, and 
breadth, and length of meaning. Let us 
put such a construction upon every por- 
tion of God's Word as will preserve its fidl 
force and harmony, and best promote a 
spiritual and heavenly mind, though it 
becomes "sharper Hian any two-edged 
sword" to the carnal mind. 

Let us. not retain any idols in the heart. 
It is the temple of God ; and " if any man 
defile the temple of God, him shall Gt>d 
destroy." Let us rather hallow this tem- 
ple by the removal of all external and in- 
ternal impurity and earthliness, and by 
inviting into it every celestial temper — 
all that is pure and lovely and of good 
report. 

To be guarded still further against the 
incipiency of a fall, let us be sure and 
always act from a right motive. It is 
one thing to be strict in religion, and 
quite another to be strict for the LorcPs 
sake. It is very possible to seek a con- 
formity to those who are eminently de- 
*voted for the sole purpose of sharing in 
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the honors of their piety ; or, we may even 
vie with them for no other pnrpose than to 
secure to ourselves a sort of religious aris- 
tocracy. But all this would be no barrier 
to our apostasy; it would only hasten it in 
a more delusive way. Our eye must be 
single if we would be full of light. We 
must aim at pleasing God in everything, 
or all our graces will droop and die. No 
sooner is the biart turned away from the 
great Fountain of Holiness than the 
streams of impurity begin to flow in, and 
the turbid flood soon fixes its dark stains 
upon us again. 

We must not only look to see God in 
everything, we must listen to hear hiin 
speak. Whatever voices besides may ring 
in our ears, and however sweet may be 
the music of their song to allure from the 
ruggedness of the way, into some rosy 
path of worldly pleasure, yet we must 
incline and fix our ear to the voice of 
God, and determine to obey him at all 
hazards. 

Be prompt in using all the means of 
grace. Never neglect the public worship 
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of Q-od because yon are tempted by the 
devil or tried with any who profess reli- 
gion ; neither stay away because you have 
less enjoyment than formerly. Tins will 
be sure to sink you lower stilL Go to the 
house of Gk)d notwithstanding everything 
of this sort, and lift up your voice in ear- 
nest, believing prayer. Light will soon 
break in again, and your desolate heart 
shall be filled with joy. do not £eu1 to be 
often in the social religious circle. Listen 
to the history of Ohristitm trials, conflicts, 
and victories. All this will prepare you 
for a more successful war&re. Place 
yourself regularly under the faithful min- 
istry of the word, and listen to it with fix- 
ed attention and fervent prayer, that you 
may prove all its power to enlighten, 
quicken and save. How many, alas! 
have stumbled at this very point They 
thought they might neglect preaching 
without any special loss; but almost im- 
mediately the light began to fade from 
their minds, and their sense of duty to 
subside, till at length all those lively con- 
victi(Hi8 of obligation to God passed awaj 
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and left Unem in total indifTerence. Be 
careful to hear for the express purpose of 
learning, and sdemnly resolve that what 
you learn i^iall be nsdueed to practice 
without d6lay. Be not a foi^tful hearer, 
deceiving your own souL Be sure not to 
go wilh a captious spirit — ^an eagerness to 
find fault It is very easy for one in such 
a spirit to see somefliing to dislike in the 
best of ministiihs. The subject, the ar- 
rangement, the manner, the voice, the 
spirit, may not please. Be not futidioufl 
about these; the word is given to be 
heard iand obeyed — "to m^e you wise 
unto salvation;^ to become "spirit and 
life ;'^ to be food, even the "sincere milk" 
by which "you may grow." 

Let nothing break in upon your hours 
of private devotion. You must be often 
alone with your God, in ord«r to deter- 
mine liie measure of your real hungering 
after' righteoiKtness. Then no external cir- 
cumstances will awaken fervor, and you 
will learn whether yqur heart pants after 
the livii^ God. You need this exercise 
1^, that you may come forth to public 
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life, full of spiritual vigor, and fresh for 
all the duties in which you are to engage. 
How readily you will perceive a lack of 
confidence to reprove sin whenever you 
fall into neglect of private devotion. 
Suppose a stranger was with you when 
you retired to rest, and through fear you 
neglected to bow before the Lord, how 
suddenly and powerfully you feel your 
courage shak^i. You tremble, and shrink 
fix)m reproving him for sin afterward. 
How easily tlien you drink into his spirit 
of levity ; you can scarcely refrain from 
being carried away. From this point it 
is but a little way to open and direct im- 
morality, and then your descent will be 
swift to utter and final ruin. 

Frequently commemorate the sufferings 
and death of the Lord Jesus; but in doing 
this maintain the utmost seriousness and 
thoughtfiilness, that perfect faith may be 
inspired. Endeavor to keep up a lively 
sense of the scene itself. Call to mind 
the agonies that bought your pardon, 
"the fainting pangs and bloody sweat" 
Then get the deepest impii|3ssibn of the 
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sinfulness and ill-desert of "crucifying the 
Son of God afresli, and putting him to an 
open shame." As you thus become im- 
pressed with a view of the Saviour's com- 
passion for a Idst world, seek to be imbued 
with the same spirit. Ton will find a 
thousand scenes that will call for the ex- 
ercise of the spirit of kindness. There is 
no probability that even the pious will do 
everything according to your views, and 
sinners will unquestionably cross your 
path a thousand times. They will even 
delight to do so. Hence you will need to 
"consider Him that endured such contra- 
diction of sinners against himself, lest ye 
be weary and faint in your minds." Think 
of him who, " when he was reviled, reviled 
not again, and when he suffered threaten- 
ed not." Think of his dying prayer, and 
drink into the same forgiving spirit. If 
you lose the spirit of compassion, that 
tender forgiving spirit, and begin to in- 
dulge the spirit of revenge, you will in- 
stantly find yourself on the slippeiy de- 
scent of apostasy ; and the momentum of 
your fall, if not speedily arrested, will 
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have a ratio of fncrease vasilj beyond 
your most alarming suspicions. Bemem- 
ber, then, that if you enjoy any religion 
at all, that is saving, it must be a religion 
of love — even the love that "sufferetli 
long and is kind ;" and when this evapo- 
rates, the foundation is laid for the most 
inconceivable mischief Hi-will, malice, 
and revenge, the dark elements of fallen 
spirits, will rapidly assimilate you into their 
hideous likeness, till at length the revolt- 
ing image will be completed, and you will 
be hurried away to their gloomy prison. 

Another essential step to be taken in 
order to prevent apostasy is, to find and 
maintain a place in some branch of the 
Christian Church. Do not flatter your- 
self that you can prosper religiously and 
violate the order of* God. He has or- 
dained the Church as his temple, his |Jace 
of residence among men. As the Jewish 
temple was the emblem of Christ's spirit- 
ual temple, the Church ; and as the divine 
glory was peculiarly manifested in that 
temple ; so the glorious presence of the 
Holy One will be especially manifested in 
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the visible Church. All Christians are 
" by one spirit baptized into one body," 
ike mystical body of Christ, and each in- 
dividual is a member of that body. Now 
the aposfle says, that even "the head 
cannot say to tiie feet, I have no need of 
you ;" and how, then, can any one say he 
has no need of the Church, embracing aU 
the members ? Uow will the ordinances 
of God be kept up without an organized 
Church ? And how can one be excused 
from entering the pale more than another? 
The enemy may suggest a thousand pleas 
for remaining without, or of retiring from 
it after entering, but none of them can be 
harmonized with enlightened reason, or 
put aside the claims of Ood. The fact 
that unworthy and even wicked persons so 
elude the pursuit of discipline as to re- 
main in the sacred inclosure, furnishes no 
valid reason that the really pious should 
stay without. Allow such a process to go 
on, and the nominal Church would be- 
come a mass of corruption. How, then, 
would the Church be "the light of the 
world?" and how would "salvation come 
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out of Zion ?" Is the Tisible Church to be 
abandoned to the possession of the un- 
godly, and are the " children of the king- 
dom" to be turned at large upon the 
world? No, verily. Uie spiritual of every 
grade are to enter the Church and pui^ 
it, so far as human instrumentality can do 
so, from all its defilement. Tlien live in 
the Church, and love it. Seek its purity 
and prosperity in every laudable way. 
Tremble at the thought of deserting it oa 
any account Best assured that by so 
doing you will tear away guards that will 
leave you an easy prey to the devil. Few, 
indeed, ever persevere a single year un- 
connected with the visible Church. 

To be more fully on your guard against 
backsliding, beware of the mania of spec- 
ulation, — ^that desire to gain wealth in 
any and every way that may oflGMr itself. 
What a fruitful source of apostasy this 
has been in modem times! Men have 
been frantic for money. They have un- 
scrupulously entered every opening for 
profit. For the purpose of realizing larger 
dividends, stock has been taken in rail- 
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roads where the holy Sabbath has been 
desecrated* Liquid poison has been dealt 
out for gain, at the peril of domestic com- 
fort, and the sacrifice of public peace and 
safety. Friends and home, and even the 
choicest religious privileges have been 
sacrificed, and untold dangers encounter- 
ed by sea and land, to procure California 
gdd. All these, and innumerable other 
questionaUe pursuits have been indulged 
in, not merely by such as make no pre- 
tensions to religion, bi|t by many of those 
bearing the Christian name. And, no 
doubt, many of them were once in the 
way to heaven. They ^^had tasted the 
good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come." But they conceived a 
lust for unholy gain, and Hiq fruit which 
was brought forth at length, was that of 
spiritual ^^ death." Their graces are not 
^Weady to die" merely; they have ac- 
tually expired. Kot a single leaf appears, 
of all that once bloomed as the garden of 
the Lord. 

See that you are not carried away by 
what the world calls refinement. We 
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9peek not of that pore^ ennobling, and 
expaixding coltiyation of intellect, after 
which eyerj Ghristiaa should aspire ; but 
of that sickly painted thing, whiofa the 
world calls by that nan&e. A well-stored 
mind, • embalmed in all the Ohristian 
graces, — ^patience, meekness, gentleness, 
kindness, and humility, — as mneh tran- 
scends a&ctaticHi of politeness, as roses, 
pearls, and diamonds, bloomii^ and 
sparkling in Uie jMire smilight, exceed 
the lustre and ^ry of ebony. Ooltivate 
a perfect, ohild-like simjdicity. Be as 
guileless and transparent as in&acy. If 
you depart firom this, and assume the 
hollow, senseless etiquette of the world, 
you will (^n the very sluiceways c^ de- 
lusion, and soon become as a whited sep- 
ulchre, garnished and imposing withoi^ 
but inwardly ^^full of rott^mess and dead 
men's bones.^ 

But there is a positiye side to Kble re- 
ligion, and every man that would not 
stumble and fall must be in moti(m with 
an open eye. Inactivity engenders slug- 
gishness and sleep ; and this is fatal in a 
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land of enemies. Therefore, seek out 
something to do for God. Do not wait 
till it comes to you. Up, and look about. 
Hunt for souls. Cast aside every hinder- 
ance, and press hard after them to pluck 
them from rcdn. Look for every possible 
avenue to accomplish good. Never think 
of an easy path to heaven. Do not try, 
and see how near the pit you can go, wnA 
not fall in ; how little you can do for 
Christ, and not be lost. Be carefiil of 
your strength everywhere else but in re- 
ligion. Lay it all out there. Throw your 
entire enei^es into the cause of God. 
Money expended here loses no interest: 
" He that giveth to the poor, lendeth to 
the Lord; and look, what he layeth out 
he will pay him again.'* Muscle, nerve, 
thought, affection expended here will be 
constantly waxing stronger. *' They shall 
go from strength to strength.^ But idle- 
ness not only enfeebles the whole soul; 
it leaves the heart fully open to Satanic 
enchantment. When you slumber, Satan 
is wide awake; when your nerve is re- 
laxed, his is strung up to desperate activ- 
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ity. Then work with might and main. 
"Take the kingdom of heaven by vio- 
lence." " Crucify the flesh with tiie af- 
fections and lusts." "Enter in at the 
strait gate." Lay violent hands on every 
plot of hell, every project for the ruin of 
souls. 

Keep your eyes anointed with spiritual 
eye-salve. Remember it is written : " If 
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will 
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt 
not know what hour I will come upon 
thee." Brush from your vision all the 
dust and smoke of this world, and catch 
the full blaze of celestial light Stand on 
the spiritual observatory, and let your 
glancing eye sweep the whole circle. 
Survey every approaching object from 
top to bottom. Scan all pretended friend- 
ships, all assumed garbs of excellence. 
Inspect every signature, and detect all 
counterfeits. "Try the spirits, whether 
they be of God." Many false Christs are 
in the world, many counterfeits of relig- 
ion, many devils transformed into angels 
of light. All the true coin is stamped 
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with a Christ, a cross, an atonement. 
Mark well, that will not pass the currency 
of Heaven which pleases the flesh and 
pampers pride: that of which all men 
speak well. Determine not to know any- 
thing among men save Jesns Christ, and 
him crucified. Let Christ stand connected 
with every doctrine, every precept Sift 
out Adventisms, Mormonisms, Mesmer- 
isms, Spiritualisms, and everything else 
that does not lead to holiness of heart and 
life. 

Be zealous. Care not who calls you 
fanatical for it; be earnest, laborious, 
■ flaming. No matter who stigmatizes you 
as superstitious; be self-denying, cross- 
bearing, and even singular, if need be, for 
Christ's sake. How can you be other- 
wise, and be right in a world that is ut- 
terly wrong from beginning to «ttd? 

Preserve your spirit of devotion unim- 
paired to the end. What humility, what 
self-abasement you felt when you first saw 
your sinfulness, and cast yourself at the 
Saviour's feetl As you have received 
Christ Jesus, so walk in him to the end. 
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If you have sustained any loss, hasten 
to retrieve it. " Kemember from whence 
thon art fallen, and repent and do thy 
first works." Think of your first love, 
yonr early vows to God and his Church, 
your depth of gratitude for having been 
plucked as a brand from the fire ; think 
how clearly you then saw you owed all 
to Him that had redeemed you: how 
deeply you felt that every act, word, and 
thought should be devoted to him. Let 
it be so still. Your obligation has only 
been increased by his protracted mercies* 

See that you meet your responsibilities. 
If there has been any falling off, and con- 
science has suffered any obtuseness, or lost 
any of its tenderness, place it under the 
clear light of truth again, that it may be- 
come quick as the apple of an eye. Never 
disregard its voice again. O tremble at 
such a thought, lest it should be said, 
" Tour house is left unto you desolate ;" 
lest "the things which belong to your 
peace should forever be hid from your 
eyes," and Gtod should swear in his wrath 
that you should not enter into his rest 
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Let every step now be taken on snre 
ground. Cut loose, entirely loose, from 
the world and from every entanglement 
Shun the very appearance of evil, "lest 
that which is lame should be turned out 
of the way, but let it rather be heal- 
ed." Now "walk circumspectly; not as 
fools, but as wise ; redeeming the time, 
because the days wre evil ;" " looking 
diligently lest any man fail of the grace 
of God ; lest any root of bitterness spring- 
ing up trouble you, and thereby many be 
defiled." "Put ye on the Lord Jesus, 
and make no provision for the flesh ;" but 
rather " hate even the garment spotted by 
the flesh." So shall "your lamps be trim- 
med and burning, and you yourselves like 
those who wait for the Bridegroom, lest 
haply when he cometh he should find you 
sleeping." 

And why should you not listen? Have 
you ever seen one walk carelessly and 
prosper} Are you different from all 
others? You have seen the mighty fall, 
and fall to rise no more. You have seen 
the most blooming graces fade, and wither. 
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and die from simple neglect of duty. 
And will it not be so with you? Can 
the branch bear fruit except it abide 
in the vine? No more cim you bring 
forth the fruit of righteousness except 
you abide in Christ. But how will you 
abide in him, if you walk not after the 
Spirit, but after the flesh ? Can you stand 
otherwise than by faith — a constant look- 
ing to him and trusting in him? Is it 
possible to keep the commandments of 
Christ without a living faith in him? 
And can you abide in his love without 
keeping his commandments? No, not 
unless the wwds of "Christ shall fail. 

Then why not walk carefully before the 
Lord ? Why not avoid the hazard of neg- 
lecting the least duty, or indulging in the 
slightest trans^ession ? Have you any too 
much strength with which to meet the 
world, the flesh, and the devil ? Or has 
the world greater pleasures than religion, 
that you should desire to return to it 
again? Is there any honor in becoming 
a traitor to the cause of Christ? Who 
will count you trustworthy if you betray 
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the Son of God — ^if you squander the rich- 
est treasure, and abuse the purest friend- 
ship? What a wretch you were when 
Christ took you inl How guilty, pollu- 
te, and degraded ! And will you make no 
better returns for his infinite love, than to 
wound him in the house of his friends, and 
bring his innocent cause into reproach? 
Can you make no better use of the amaz- 
ing mercy that lifted you up from hell, 
than to turn it into bitterness and gall, by 
causing it to prove " a savor of death unto 
death ?" Will you dishonor God, grieve 
his people, and degrade yourself at the 
same time? Have you no regard, either 
for yourself or others? no conscience, 
no reason, no sense of honor or shame ? 
Is there no portion of your nature to 
which we can appeal with effect? 

It cannot be. You are not so lost to all 
humanity yet. There is a heart within you 
even now that throbs with concern. Tour 
fears begin to rise. Memory hurries back 
to scenes of pleasure^ and holds up the 
glowing picture to your famishing soul. 
With deep anguish of spirit you recall the 
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solemn vows you have violated. Tour 
heart throbs with anxiety to feel all the 
raptures of your brightest days. Resolu- 
tion is rallying afresh to lay aside every 
weight I fancy I hear you say, " I re- 
nounoe all pomp, all show, all enterprises 
of Wealth and fame, that I may win 
Christ." Nay, I will count "the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures 
of Egypt" Keep this vow, and all is safe. 
Sin and Satan will be overcome. All the 
powers of earth and hell cannot vanquish 
one whose purpose is fixed to keep a sin- 
gle eye, and glorify God in all things. 
But let the eye be turned away, and how 
soon it becomes dim ; let the soul relax 
from duty, and how soon it grows weak ; 
and if the light that is in us becomes 
darkness, how great is that darkness ; if 
our spiritual vigcw: is gone, how easily we 
become a prey to pride, revenge, and all 
the hateful brood of unholy and ruinous 
desires and tempers ! How timely and 
salutary that caution of Christ : " What I 
say unto you, I say unto all, Watch!" 
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CHAPTEE XTTT, 

13£POVTWSfATE ADDBX86 TO BACSBQOJSBBS. 

SinnrBB me tp address a few w^s to those 
who have thready departed m(»e or less 
from the living God, 

You have once se^i and bewailed the 
exoeedii^ ^Inft^lness of sin. By faith you 
haye atood in view of Si^'s burning sum- 
mit. Yw have sewi the fi^y flashes of its 
law, an4 beard its thundering d^uncia- 
tions against oflfenders, pealing on your 
eM?, Tpu hftve also tasted the sweets of 
the (cup (^ mercy. Hie intolerable stings 
of a guilty toonscience, and the paralyzing 
fea^ of i^rehended vengeance, have 
been removed by an application of the 
atcaaiqg blood. The dark night of sor- 
row bUB be^i chased away by the bright- 
ness of the morning oi peace, and your 
unburdened heart has leaped for joy in 
yiew of ^ blis^ful hereafter. But ba^ is 
11 
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it that you have forgotten your indebted- 
ness to divine mercy? Where now are 
those celestial joys Aat breathed in your 
song, and where is that glad music diat 
so lately fell from your lips ? What was 
there in heavenly peace that you could so 
soon exchange it for the withering self-re- 
proach of having abused your best Friend? 
And what did you find in the society 
of those meek and amiable spirits, that 
you should abandon it for the company 
of the hateful, angry, petulant, and vile, 
who pour contempt on the very Saviour 
on whom you so recently gazed with 
transporting delight? Alas for you, my 
brother I 

You have made a sad exchange. Your 
happy sunlit morning has soon faded into 
the shadows of woe. Your comfort is gone. 
There is no rest for your spirit imder the 
broad canopy of heaven. You are doom- 
ed to be a forlorn and wretched wanderer 
upon this sin-cursed earth. No company 
now greets you as its proper associate. The 
world, whose society you now court, has 
heard die solemn vow you made when 
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yon renounced it, and knows jon stand 
pledged to a higher walk. It cannot rec- 
oncile yonr former high professions, and 
avowed convictions of duty, with your ut- 
ter want of allegiance to Him whom you 
so loudly and rapturously praised as your 
almighly and gracious deliverer. They 
nmst look upon you with suspicion, and 
feel the strongest misgivings on taking 
you again into their companionship. And 
pray what can they do for you? Can 
they sweeten the very cup you have turn- 
ed to bitterness? Can they make the 
pleasures and amusements of the world a 
delight to you nov>f No, verily. You 
have too clearly seen their emptiness, and 
have tasted too largely of sublimer joys. 
No ; grace has opened a channel in your 
moral nature wUch these can never fill: 
an insatiable craving has been awakened 
in your soul, which is too vast for the 
world to supply. You cannot forget the 
transports of heavenly love that elevated 
you among the sons of God, and gave you 
brotherhood with angels. Nor can those 
sacred hours of prayerful intercourse with 
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the Great Father of all, which absorbed 
you in the aetonishiDg visions of his 
glory, be forgotten. Think yon of these 
thii^, and a freezing death-chill comes 
over your spirit. The pencilings of mem- 
ory are out in bold relief b^ca^ your 
roaming fancy. Ko effort can efface 
them. Whetiier yon labor or rest, wheth- 
er you walk abroad or seek the lonely re- 
treat, yon are haunted with the i^>ectre8 
of mined oomforts. Once you were a 
candidate for heaven. You were hasten- 
ing on in the highway cast up for the ran- 
somed of the Lord, and your eager eye 
shot its gUmce through the open gates into 
tije everlasting city. But you now real- 
ize a deep and dark descent You feel a 
painful, heart-withering decline. Your 
steps seem to be taking hold on hell. You 
already inhale the poisonous breath of de- 
mons. You think of prayer, but you have 
no heart to pray. You tiink of tiioee who 
loved you once, and joyously met you in 
the house of God, but you have no con- 
fidence to seek their society now ; and 
shame covers your face when you chance 
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to meet fhem. You see their falling tear 
as they cast a wishful look upon jou ; but 
you are stung with remorse to think of 
the wounds your apostasy has inflicted 
upon them. Full w^ do you prove that 
the baoksUder in heart is filled with his 
own ways. Here you are; an object of 
suspici<m among the ungodly, and utter- 
ly bereft of any meetness for the society 
of the good. 

And why did you thus turn your feet 
away from the heavenly path? Was 
tiiere anything in holy living that you 
had any reason to condemn? Did you 
find Christ to be a hard master? Did 
he ever call you to the discharge of any 
duty wi&out bestowing the grace neces- 
sary to its performance? Did he ever 
desert you in the hour of trial? If Satan 
was suffered to hurl his fiery darts at you, 
and the world to pour contempt upon you, 
did you not find a comfort within that en- 
abled you to *^ glory in tribulation," and 
** count it all joy when you fell into divers 
temptatioDs?" Did not Christ always 
sympathize with you in your trials, and 
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show that he had a heart " touched with 
the feeling of your infirmities ?" And did 
he not always smile on your fEuthfdl efforts 
in bearing the cross and resisting the on- 
sets of earth and hell? Has he not con- 
stantly cheered you on when you have reso- 
lutely fought the good fight, by setting be- 
fore you in the clearness of heavenly light 
the mansions he has gone "to prepare for 
you^ "in his Father's house?" Then 
why have you forsaken him? What 
cause did he give you to " turn from the 
holy commandment delivered unto you ?" 
How could you have a heart to wound 
him in the house of his fiiends? You 
have put him to grief. Hear his sorrow- 
fdl lament: "Mine own familiar friend, 
in whom I trusted, which did eat of my 
bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.'' 
Psa. xli, 9. Once you stood a glittering 
star in his immortal diadem, and you 
might have sparkled there forevermore. 
But you have suffered the great dragon 
to pluck you from the Redeemer's coro- 
net, and extinguish your heavenly radi- 
ance. 
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Tou have robbed him of some of the 
bright beams of his glory. He set you 
up as " the light of the world," to diffuse 
the rays of his grace amid the benighted 
multitude who "stumble upon the dark 
mountains of sin," and hurry with perilous 
step to the night that has no morning be- 
yond it Why have you suffered that 
light to become darkness ? Instead of be- 
ing a guide to others,, you are now shut- 
ting up the kingdom of heaven. Sinners 
are stumbling at your backslidings. They 
wonder at your course, if indeed religion 
is what you have affirmed it to be. They 
fear you have overdrawn the picture, in 
your ardent representations of peace, and 
love, and joy. They suspect you have 
dealt in hyperboles, or why have you 
turned again to folly? They look upon 
your religion as a mere spasm of excite- 
ment — ^a momentary ebullitioii of the pas- 
sions. Now mark the ruin you are ac- 
complishing in the world. Not only is 
your own soul, once redeemed from dark- 
ness, guilt, and degradation, plunged into 
a darker night, into deeper shame nj\d 
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sharper guilt ; but yon are spreading rain 
all around you. See the preeions youths^ 
whose hearts were early under tiie stovmg 
impressions of the Holy Spirit, suddenly 
and fearfully hardened by your hapless 
course. They wanted salvation* and Aey 
looked that you should kindly and faith- 
fully teach them the way ; that you should 
take them by the hand ; that you should 
speak to Ihem the words of instruction and 
encouragement. But you have blasted 
their hopes. You hare not only turned a 
cold eye upon them, your whole sfHrit 
has presented a forbidding aspect You 
have had no heart to pray for them, no 
tears to shed oyer them. Nay, you have 
eyea laughed at their tears. You have 
done woUBC ; you have talked to them of 
the difficulties and dangers you met in the 
way. You have told of the giants, of the 
tall sons of Anak in the land, Mtd made 
religion so repulsive in its character that 
they have been frightened from any fruv 
ther pursuit of it. Many of them are al- 
ready on the high road to downright infl- 
delily. And you have turned &eir feet 
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into Uiat way; you haye led them to cavil 
at the sacred truth, and to queetion its 
authority. Mark well the devastation 
you have made. Turn your eye ba<^ 
upon the path of your apostasy. See the 
traces of blood, even the blood of souls ! 
How the wide field of your influence is 
crimsoned! How it is strewed with the 
wrecks of religious hopes and religious 
impressions ! See the blighted germs of 
angelic brightness and angelic joys. Th$ 
seeds of truth had been sown in the deep 
mellow sou of youthful hearts, and was 
springing up to bring forth an eternal har- 
vest of precious fruits, even the fruits of 
an incorruptible inheritance at God's right 
hand. But the frosty breath of your apos- 
tasy fell on the tender plants, and they 
wi^ered. The region around was bud- 
ding to bloom like Eden, but you have 
rendered it desolate as Babylon, and 
scathed and barren as Tyre. And what 
can you render to God as an equivalent 
for the mischief you have wrought in his 
empire, for the ruin of those germs of im- 
morality which might have shone as the 
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stars — even as the brightness of the firma- 
ment foreyer and ever? Alas, you caa 
render notiiingi not even your own soul 
in an improved or elevated state. You 
have beggared oth^*s without enriching 
yourself. Nay, you have made your own 
pauperism more squalid and haggard than 
theirs, and more so than it ^ver was before. 
Tou are more utterly destitute of the im- 
age of the heavenly, and more deeply and 
fatally stamped widi the impress of hell. 
Never before were you so near the abode of 
dragons^ or so far from the gates of heaven. 
And for all this you have no apolo- 
gy. Your mouth is closed in silence, 
and confusion covers your face. Tou 
might have reached a high altitude in the 
scale of Christian holiness, and might have 
stood a candidate for vast rewards ''at the 
resurrection of the just." There was no 
necessity for your fidl. You tore away 
from the embrace of almighty Goodness. 
You broke from the grasp of infinite Com- 
passion. Heaven sounded a terrible note 
of warning in your ear. The Spirit drove 
its sharpest arrows through your heart, 
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and flashed its keenest reproofs upon 
yoor consdeiice. Celestial powers rallied 
around yonr faltering spirit, and fonght 
with unflinching nerve the infernal troops 
that conspired to lead you a captive down 
to ruin. Nor could you have been lost 
from their brotherhood, but by foolishly 
and wickedly listening to the seductions 
of Satanic intrigue : for mercy was in- 
tent on your salvation. It warned, re- 
proved, reasoned, remonstrated, wept, and 
plead, till its last note of kindness was un- 
heeded, rejected, and spumed. Nor was 
this all. The Church of the living God 
befriended you, and strove to save you. 
What wishful and tearful eyes were bent 
along your path as it began to diverge 
from the narrow wayl What yeanring 
bosoms throbbed and heaved around you 
as your feet were first turning to worldly 
folly ! How far out the hand of pity was 
stretched to reclaim you, as you wander- 
ed away from the fold of the Kedeemer ! 
What breathings of sorrow pursued and 
arrested you, in your thriftless, unhappy 
retreat from the ranks of Zion. 
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And how will you respond to all these 
things in the final day? Hare yon imy 
jnst ccmception of the enormiiy of your 
guilt ? Do you cast your eye onward in 
this widening path of desolation at which 
we have just glanced ? Can you judge of 
the effect on ftture generations of your re- 
volt, your treachery, your abuse of mercy, 
your perjury, your violation of the most 
solemn vows? Can you tell how many 
have already been directiy shut from the 
kingdom of God, and also, how many 
have been indirectly hindered from salva- 
tion by your base backslidings? And can 
your eye measure this poisonous stream 
of influence as it rolls down throng 
coming time and stretches its widening 
current over the countless millioi» of af- 
ter ages? O what pangs are yet to be 
felt, and what floods of sorrow are to be 
poured out, as the result of your apostasy I 

Now think, I pray you, of the conse- 
quences that must result to you as the an- 
ther* of this almost illimitable mischief. 
You have wickedly departed from the 
God that made you, from flie Sif^ur 
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that redeemed yon, and from the Holy 
Spirit that enlightened, renewed, and 
sanctified yon. Yon ^'haye dcme despite 
to the Spirit of grace ;" yon have " trod- 
den nnder foot the blood of the cove- 
nant;" yon have despised and contemned 
the anthcoiiy of high Heaven, — ^the com- 
mandment that ^^ is jnst, and good, and 
holy;" yon have set at naught the,conn- 
sels of the Most High ; reproo&, warn- 
ings, threatenings, and entreaties, have 
been alike despised. Floods of light have 
shone on yon to no pnrpose. Rivers of 
mercy have flowed to wash you, but you 
have been washed only to ^^tum again 
like the sow to her wallowing in the mire." 
Ton were once sick o! sin, btit, like the 
dog, yon have tnmed again to yonr own 
vomit Pray, what must remain for yon 
now bnt "a certain fearful looking-for of 
judgment and fiery indignaticm ?" Alas ! 
alasl with what feajM rapidity have you 
.been treasuring up wrath against the day 
of wrath, and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God 1 You have, indeed, 
^^hec^d up treasure against the last 
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days.'' " Tour house is now left unto jom, 
desolate ;" ^^ the light that was in you has 
become darkness," and the darkness is 
great, even denser than that of Egypt. 
Alas, what destitution has come upon 
youl like the Laodiceans, you are 
^'wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked." When was Aere ever 
beggajy like yours t No riches of grace, 
no pearls of meekness and quietness of 
spirit No inward treasures of patience, 
gentieness, longnsuffering, kindness, hu- 
mility. No treasures in heaven; no 
^^ foundation laid up against the time to 
come." These are all squandered, and 
you are doomed to the basest pauperism 
of our wretched race. 

And now, how must you sit in doleful 
and everlasting broodings over your own 
folly and madness 1 You must think of 
the light you have quenched ; the light that 
not only brightened all around you on 
earth, but sent off its golden beams to gild 
the mount of hope which lifted its brighten- 
ed summit on the plains of eternity. < You 
must think of the hearts you have caused 
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to bleed; hearts that ever gushed in 
streams of kindness toward you, even 
when you turned your unhappy feet away 
from the house of God, and from the path 
of life. Tour startled ear must listen to 
the meanings of those broken heart-strings 
tiiat were rent when yom* recreant lips 
revoked the vows you had solemnly made 
to your God. You must call to mind the 
faithful and powerful efforts of ministers, 
that were fatally blasted by your back- 
slidinge; so that the revivals* for which 
they toiled, and wept, and prayed, were 
never seen. Tour faithful memory must 
picture to you iheir sadness and heart- 
bleedings, as those ministers abandoned 
iheir ardent and long-continued struggle, 
and retreated to the closet to seek the 
succors and soothings of their sympathiz- 
ing Master. These are not phantoms that 
merely float in a disordered brain. They 
are stubborn facts and painful realities, 
which will pierce the backslider with in- 
supportable sorrows, as they come troop- 
ing up in his mind when mercy and hope 
are forever fled. 
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Nor are tiiese the worst There was a 
turpitude to his sins which ealled for a 
severer retribution at the hands of jus- 
tioe than the basest crimes of an unre- 
newed sinner. He lived in a clearer 
light; he had been taken into fellow- 
ship with the saints, and into commu- 
nion with God. He had "tasted the 
good word of God, and the powers of tiie 
world to come." The angry voice of jus- 
tice must utter terrible sentences of wrath 
in his earsf such as will scathe his cour 
science with the keenest remorse. But, 
added to all this, is the affliction of his 
companionship. "With him in perdition 
are the unhappy groups he has shut from 
the kingdom of God. Here are the ruined 
sinners, whose path he was charged to en- 
lighten, in whose ear he should have 
poured the note of warning and instruc- 
tion, and over whom he should have wept 
tears of compassion, but whose convic- 
tions he blighted, and whose minds he 
bewildered and darkened by his base 
apostasy fipom the Lord that bought him. 
And what companions are these with 
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whom to drag out an eternity of pain! 
Devils may deride the poor backslider for 
his folly in heeding their temptations. 
But these accuse him of murder. These 
utter the cry of blood in his ears. These 
point him to the hour when he scattered 
their seriousness by his merry songs. 
These tell him how surely they might 
have been chanting the songs of the re- 
deemed, but for hearkening to his decep- 
tive voice, when he invited them to the 
ball-chamber. They show him how near 
they had come to the threshold of salva- 
tion, when he rudely turned their inquir- 
ing feet away. How stunning their sen- 
tences in his ears! How startling the 
wild glances of their burning eyes as 
they turn upon him the meaning look 
which charges their ruin upon hiin! 
How distressing to his conscience their 
raving, frantic lament over lost fnansions, 
thrones and kingdoms, and forfeited 
crowns! 

Guilty apostate, whatever is done to 
reverse thy fate must be done quickly. 
No time is to be lost. Infernal powers 
12 
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are hard upon thee, and their swarming 
legions are fast hemming thee in on every 
side. An escape is barely possible, and 
that will be as with the skin of thy teeth. 
As yet thou art not dean gone forever ; a 
jpoment of probation is left, and the bow- 
els of infinite Compassion are once more 
tnnjed toward thee. There is another 
giance of the Saviour's eye, A measure 
of the same pity which stirs the ocean 
depths of a Kedeemer's heart, is now 
moving us to put forth one faithful, ear- 
nest effort to bring thee back to Christ. 
We have labwed to show the possibility, 
and the imminent danger of so apostatiz- 
ing from God as Ueyer to return. And 
yet we have no hope of success unless we 
can so press home the truth as to awaken 
an apprehension of danger. If in passing 
through this brief work the reader, fallen 
from graJe, has so felt the force of argu- 
ment as to count it a settled question that 
a Christian may so depart from the living 
God as to render it imposrible to be re- 
newed again unto repentance ; and if his 
starded eye is open to see the decay of 



Digitized by Google 



ADDRESS TO BACESUDEBS. 179 

his withering graces, and the growing 
stubboraness of his heart, so as to fear the 
approach of ruin; if he has discovered 
the loss of spiritual appetite and the in- 
creased cravings of carnal desire, the 
WMiing of faith, and the spreading dark- 
ness of unbelief, so that trembling begins 
to seize his spirit, then tliere is yet hope 
in his case. 

Suffer a word of earnest expostulation. 
Set your eye wide open to the ruin that 
awaits you. Forget the transient things 
of earth, and look off by faith upon the 
boundless future Think of the flaming 
judgment-seat, think of the retributions 
of eternal, unbending justice, and then 
think of the countless insults offered to 
truth, to goodness, to mercy. If it is 
possible, reckon up the ill-desert of this 
immense prodigality of light, instruction, 
reproof, correction, warning and forbear- 
ance. Then see if you have nerve enough 
to endure the merited vengeance. O 
think how sharp must be the gna wings of 
the undying worm on the conscience of 
an apostate from the faith of Christ, a de- 
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serter from the ranks of Zion ! Awake, O 
sleeper, and hasten from the brink of per- 
dition on which your trembling spirit is 
fearfully poised, and fast leaning to its 
final fall. Escape at once from the terri- 
ble doom. Cry mightily that God may 
make bare his arm and pluck you from 
the jaws of the opening pit. Now let the 
full torrents of godly sorrow flow from 
your bleeding and agonizfed heart. Hide 
your face low in the dust before God ; but 
hide neither your tears nor confessions 
from men. Tell your lamentation and 
grief to those who have, witnessed your 
base ingratitude, your falterings and way- 
wardness. Be not backward to own the 
truth, however humbling and mortifying. 
Your pride must be laid low and your 
soul abased, that God may be honored 
and truth vindicated. Welcome the truth 
that shall search you to the bottom. Beg 
of the people of God and the ministers of 
Christ to deal faithfully with you. Ask 
the Father of mercies to strike with the 
hammer of his word and break your heart 
of stone. Be not afraid of the mighty 
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workings of the Spirit. Give it free 
course through every channel of your na- 
ture. Suffer it to kill, that it may make 
alive. No surface-work will do now. 
The callous depths of your diseased spirit 
must be laid open. Too long has the cry 
of peace been heard, when God had not 
spoken peace. The slight healing of your 
wounds has well nigh sealed your damna- 
tion. Now pray for the refining fire, the 
soul-consuming flame, the mighty baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. Be all earnestness, 
all eflFbrt. " Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate." "Lay aside every weight, and the 
sin that so easily besets." Tear away 
from every entanglement; escape from 
the fascinations of show, the witchery of 
worldly grandeur. 

Set the spirit of covetousness at utter 
defiance. Pluck out the offending eye, 
cut off the treacherous hand. Flee from 
the inebriating cup as from hell-fire. - 
"Touch not, toBte not, handle not." Do 
not even dare to inhale the breath of 
those who sip at the accursed bowl. 
Cleanse yourself at once from their filthy 
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conversation and get far from the sotmd 
of their voice. Touch not the sorcery 
of fiction^ at the peril of your soul. Tliis 
is the most powerful and dangerous mag- 
net of Satan. This is hell's vast deposit 
of visions and dreams. Scatter it all to 
the winds and lay hold on tndh^ yes, re- 
ligious truth, Bible truth. This is sanc- 
tifying; this is reality. Now take to 
every cross and press into every path of 
self-denial. 

Eefuse not to let all know that you 
are in good earnest for heaven. Make 
no calculation on an easy victory over 
the marshaled troops of hell that have 
obtained a reoccupancy of your heart. 
Put on nerve for hard fighting, and let 
there be no retreat from the war. Pay 
the cost of redemption, whatever it may 
be: tears, sweat, agony, reproach, per- 
secution, Uood — anything sooner than per* 
» ish, and drink the bitter cup of a back- 
slider's portion. Faint not if mercy seems 
to tarry. The delay is all on your part, 
after all ; for mercy has ever been ewift 
in its pursuit of you, even when you w^:e 
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fleeing its calls. How much swiflier will 
it be when your steps are turned the other 
way ! Think how reluctant it has been to 
give you up, and how it hurried through 
the vast range of instrumentalities em- 
ployed to save you, and touched them all 
with its melting breath, to make them 
mighty to move. No, it is not mercy 
that lingers in this process of reformation ; 
it is your dull, tardy spirit, which dreads 
the painftil ordeal that must be passed if 
Heaven ever approves again. A shiver- 
ing dread comes over you at the thought 
of lifting the keen blade of self-denial 
to slay your multiplied inward foes that 
clamor for life as they viiew the poised 
instrument of their destruction. But 
shrink no longer from the deadly onset. 
Heap no more scandal on the cross. You 
have gone too far already. The flames 
are just ready to kindle upon you. Full 
long has mercy stayed the burning shafts 
of vengeance with her bleeding hand. 
Soon, ah 1 very soon, she must give over. 
Her midsicMi is not eternal. Already she 
bends to a retreat behind the maddened 
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flanies of wrath. Perhaps one more linger- 
ing look of pity, one throb of love, one 
gush of sympathy, and mercy's work is 
done. Then the dreadful sound will fall 
on your quaking spirit : "Ephraim is join- 
ed to his idols: let him alone." "Take 
the talent from him." " Thy house is left 
unto thee desolate." Then come the fear- 
ful words : " Thou hast set at naught all 
my counsel, and would none of my re- 
proof: I also will laugh at thy calamity, 
and mock when thy fear cometh ; when 
thy fear cometh as desolation, and thy 
destruction cometji as a whirlwind ; when 
distress and anguish cometh upon thee." 
O dreadftd words, to come from Him who 
speaks and it is done; who commands 
and it stands hst ; who carries the pon- 
derous keys of hell and death at his girdle^ 
and " who opens and no man shuts, who 
shuts and no man opens.'* 

But hark I the consternation is increased : 
"Then shall they call upon me, but I will 
not answeri; they shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find jne." Wh^ a moment 1 
every influence, every messeager from 



Digitized by Google 



ADDRESS TO BACKSLIDERS. 185 

heaven withdrawn, and, added to all this, 
the ear of compassion sealed up to the most 
pressing importunities of the lost spirits. 
Which way shall the wretched outcast fly 
for help now? The immense fountains of 
pity are dried up, and the sweet responses 
from the mercy-seat have sunk into eternal 
silence. But think, O think, apostate from 
truth and righteousness, what will be the 
sharpness of your self-reproach when com- 
pelled to see that the fountain was sealed 
and the voice of pity silenced by the vio- 
lence of your own hand. A cry was after 
you for many years — ^a voice that poured the 
most melting strains of entreaty upon your 
ear ; but you would not listen. Then an 
ear of compassion was ever open to your 
softest whispers of complaint; but the final 
utter sealing up of your ear to mercy's cry, 
was the fatal deed that silenced the Sa- 
viour's voice, and closed his ear. 

But hold I you are not yet a hopeless out- 
cast, you have a moment yet ; mercy drops 
another tear and heaves another sigh. An- 
other breath of compassion pours its vivi- 
fying warmth upon the death-chill of your 
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spirit, and stirs once more the pulse of 
moral sensibility within yon. The die is 
not cast ; the door of mercy is not closed 
forever. Now put forth the desperate 
final struggle and break the grasp of your 
enemy. Why should another take your 
crown ? Why should Christ die for you 
in vain? Why should all your groans 
and tears be lost? Why should your once 
renovated spirit be cast into perdition? 
Why should that breath which once moved 
Heaven with importunity, and poured the 
balm of comfort into wounded hearts, be 
turned to fan unquenchable fires? Why 
should that voice which once echoed the 
notes of salvation through temples, fields, 
and woodlands, be changed to dismal 
wailings and horrid blasphemies? It need 
not be. You may yet be saved; but only 
by speedy and deep repentance. That 
feverish spirit, so scorched and scathed 
with reproach and remorse, may yet bathe 
in the cooling waters of life again. The 
eyes of Christian friends, which have beea 
turned on you in tears and sadness, may 
yet be lit up with tlie beams of hope, and 
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cast a smiling glance on you to bid you a 
hearty welcome back to your Father's 
house. Poor starving prodigal I think of 
the robes that once adorned you. Look 
at your companions, and call to mind that 
once loved circle of brothers who were 
heirs to an incorruptible inheritance. O 
say, Do not the gnawings of hunger move 
you to repentance ? Look at those husks, 
and then think of the bread that giveth life, 
abounding so richly in your Father's house. 
Arise; his bowels yearn over you, and his 
wishful eye stretcheth far into the distance 
to greet your coming. Hasten to fall pen- 
itent at his feet, and receive his heavenly 
benediction. 



THE END. 
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